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affected with tuberculosis. 


An examination of 
the literature and the reported discussions on 
this question which have taken place at several 
veterinary congresses and meetings, shows that 
there are two distinet schools of thought. Both 
schools admit that infection can, and does very 
rarely, occur by way of the teat canal, and as recent tubercle in the corresponding 


this appears to be generally admitted it will not quarter, 


be further discussed in this article. The main 
point of the controversy 
whether the path of infection to the udder is 
chiefly by way of the blood or the lymph stream. 
The question, which is of more than academic 
particularly the  path- 
and 


importance, 
ologist and 
greater importance in recent years on account 


concerns 
clinician, 


of its public health aspect. 


tion that the writer has ventured to enter the 
field of controversy and submit: what definite organ or one or more quarters, 
accumulate in 


evidence 


in tuberculous 


evidence 
appeared 


he 


of 


has been 
support of his views. 

A few years ago during the course of meat 
inspection, it was observed that not infrequently 
supramamimary 
Ivinphatie gland was found to show naked-eye 
where the udder 
occurrence was of 
special interest, because while it was realised 
that a naked-eye examination was insufficient 


carcasses 


able 


the 


tuberculosis 
normal, 


is, 


however, to 


to 


has assumed 


to determine whether the udder was tuberculous, the earliest clinical evidence 


lesions 


are 


present in the 


supramammary lymphatic gland. 


therefore, of any macroscopic lesions in the 
udder in these cases was significant. It was 
unfortunately 
facilities to investigate the matter further at Clinical evidence of tuberculosis 
This article is written in order to 
which been 
obtained sinee, and which has a definite bearing If the tubercle bacilli. reach 
the blood stream, then in consequence of their 
activity the lymph in which the tissue cells are 
bathed will become charged with toxins and 
bacilli, which will in turn be conveyed to the 


that time. 
certain 


present 


on these earlier observations, 

To those familiar with udder tuberculosis it 
-ix apparent that in all cases detected clinically. 
the supramammary lymphatic gland is found 


impossible 


owing 


evidence 


The absence, 


to lack of 


an 


Clinical Note on the Significance of the Supramammary Lymphatie Gland in the 


This view 


enlarged on post-mortem examination, but that 
subject of the route by which the udder becomes in the great majority of cases it shows no 
Inacroscopic lesions of tubercle. 
eve lesions are found, either the udder shows 
extensive tuberculosis of long standing, or no 
evidence at all. Very occasionally, old lesions 
of tubercle are found in the 
Ivmphatie gland with naked-eye 


Where naked- 


supramammary 
evidence of 
hind 


It would appear that the phenomena above 
referred to are not the result of chance, but 
depend quite definitely on whether the infection 
has been conveyed to the udder by the blood 
stream, by the lymph vessels, or both. 
the infection is haematogenous the amount of 
udder tissue involved immediately will depend 
on the amount of infection carried in the blood 
It is in this connec- stream. Where the amount of infection is large 
and the bacilli distributed throughout the whole 


Where 


obvious 
characteristic tuberculous mastitis will follow 
in the infected quarter or quarters, but where 
the infection is less or slight, if Seems reason- 
able to assume that the bacilli are more likely 
to be carried along in the axial stream of the 
larger and straighter branches of the mammary 
artery, and that in consequence they will be 
carried into the depth of, the organ, 
is supported by clinical evidence in early cases 
of udder tuberculosis of a hind quarter, where 
be found 
it was appreciated that in the majority of cases above the teat and is evidenced by a_ slight 
of udder tuberculosis the condition is advanced . 
When naked-eye 


induration and bulging of the secretory tissue 
downwards, which is best detected by standing 
behind the cow and pressing the points of the 
fingers in an upward direction at the junction 
of the fore and hind quarters and slowly draw- 
ing them backwards. The view that the earliest 
of the udder 
is to be found in the upper posterior part of a 
hind quarter is not shared by the author, 
the udder by 
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supramanunary lymphatic gland corresponding 
to the quarter of the udder affected. The 
macroscopic result in the supramammary 
lymphatic gland will be an increase in size, the 
earliest indication of which will be a_ slight 
convexity on the cut surface of the gland when 
it has been sectioned longitudinally. The gland 
continues to enlarge as the disease in the udder 
progresses, until eventually, if the cow lives 
sufficiently long, actual tubercle nodules appear 
in the gland. 

It would, therefore, appear that where on 
post-mortem examination tuberculosis of the 
udder exists with enlargement of the supramam- 
mary lymphatic gland, or where macroscopic 
lesions of tubercle are found in the gland with 
older lesions in the udder, infection of that 
organ has been haematogenous. The vast 
majority of cases of tuberculosis fall within this 
category, 

Where macroscopic lesions of tuberculosis are 
found in the supramammary lymphatic gland 
without involvement of the udder, infection 
must presumably have reached the gland either 
by way of the blood supply to the gland, or by 
way of the lymph vessels. In the former case 
the artery enters the lymphatic gland by the 
hilum, and it would seem reasonable to assume 
that infection by this means in sufficient amount 
to produce macroscopic lesions in the gland is 
extremely improbable. if not impossible. The 
artery is small and infection of the gland by 
this route presupposes the existence of such a 
heavy tubercle bacillaemia that death would 
result from generalised tuberculosis before 
actual tubercles could develop in the gland. 

Where, however, macroscopic tubercles exist 
in the supramamimary lymphatic gland without 
the udder being affected, and the following cases 
are cited as evidence in support of this occur- 
rence, it would appear that the gland must have 
become affected by way of the efferent lymph 
vessels of the gland. Other examples of this 
type of infection are to be found in the renal 
and portal lymph glands, where old extensive 
tuberculous lesions are met with without 
macroscopic lesions in the kidney or liver. It 
would appear, however, that once the tubercle 
bacilli reach the supramammary lymphatic 
gland by the efferent vessels, they remain in 
the gland and produce macroscopic Jesions to- 
gether with enormous enlargement of the gland, 
in some cases to the size of a kidney, without in 
the majority of cases tubercle of the udder being 
present. In a few instances, where the udder 
does become affected, the infection is either 
an extension from the supramammary 
lymphatic gland in which case the upper 
posterior part of the hind quarter is the first 
part of the udder affected, or the udder becomes 
infected by a subsequent infection of the blood 
stream, when the lesions in the udder are 
obviously of recent origin as compared with 
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those in the supramammary lymphatic gland. 
If infection by the lymph were the common 
méans of spread to the udder, then it is 
reasonable to assume, in view of the evidence 
submitted, that in the vast majority of cases 
macroscopic lesions of tubercle would be found 
on post-mortem examination in the supramatm- 
mary lymphatic gland, whereas, as has been 
pointed out earlier in this article, quite the 
contrary is the case, 

The views expressed in this communication 
are based on the author's clinical post- 
mortem experience of cases of tuberculosis over 
a considerable number of years, and in order 
to support what might be called the more 
contentious statements, with the assistance of 
his colleagues of the Notts, County Veterinary 
Department, the following cases were obtained 
for investigation in the manner described. 

At one of the Departmental Conferences it 
was arranged that cows showing enlargement of 
the supramammary lymphatie gland which was 
suspected to be tuberculous should be reported 
to the author for special investigation. This 
investigation consisted of a thorough clinical 
examination of the cow, the collection and sub- 
mission of a sample of udder secretion for 
biological examination to the Institute of Anima! 
*athology, Cambridge, and the carrying out of 
a post-mortem examination to confirm or refute 
the clinical diagnosis. The objects of the 
investigation were to determine whether 
enlargement of the supramammary lymphatic 
gland where the udder appeared normal could 
be regarded as tuberculous with any degree 
of certainty, and to ascertain whether the milk, 
or in dry cows the secretion of the udder. 
contained tubercle bacilli when tuberculosis of 
the supramammary gland was present. 

It was intended to continue the investigation 
until a much larger number of cases had been 
dealt with, but owing to the pending termination 
of the local authorities’ veterinary service and 
the uncertainty of the opportunity for continu- 
ing the investigation further, it has been 
deemed advisable to publish the results of the 
present experiment, 

CASE No. 1. 

Subject.—Fourth-calf, red, horned cow, in fair 
condition. 

Clinical Examination and History—Right 
popliteal lymphatic gland enlarged, and, accord- 
ing to owner, had been noticeable for four years. 
It burst occasionally and emitted a thick yellow 
caseous pus. Microscopical examination of fresh 
pus—negative, but after all pus removed, the 
haemorrhagic serum expressed showed two 
acid-fast bacilli on microscopic examination. 
Right supramammary lymphatic gland much 
enlarged and slightly nodular. Milk negative 
microscopically and also to biological test. Infre- 
quent cough. Auscultation—negative. Sputum- 
negative microscopically. 
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Post-morlem examination revealed — small 
lesions of tubercle in lung and associated 
lvmphatic glands, mesenteric glands, right 
popliteal and supramammary lymphatic gland. 
CASE No, 2. 

Subject.—Third-calf, red cow, in quite fair 
condition, 

Clinical) Examination—Left supramammary 
and right prescapular lymphatic glands enlarged. 
Infrequent cough, no sputum. Auscultation—- 
respirations coarse but no rales. Sample of 
milk negative to both = microscopical and 
biological examination. 

Post-mortem Examination.—Tuberculosis — in 
following locations: A few old lesions in lungs, 
liver, kidneys and mesenteric glands. Both 
supramammary lymphatic glands enlarged, the 
left being the size of a kidney and full of 
tuberculous pus. Left prescapular similar. 
CASE No. 3. 

Subject.—Aged, red, in-calf cow, in good 
condition. 

Clinical Examination and History.—Owner 
stated that he purchased the cow as a second- 
calf cow, and that she had been coughing for 
five years. Right supramammary lymphatic 
gland much enlarged, no other symptom indica- 
tive of tubercle. Sample of milk negative 
microscopicaliy and biologically. 

Post-mortem Examination.—Tubercle in follow- 
ing locations: Lungs (a few old lesions) liver, 
and right supramammary lymphatic gland about 
the size of a kidney and contained caseating 
tubercle. 


CASE No. 4. , 

Subject.—Aged red cow, in good condition. 

Clinical Examination.—Infrequent cough. 
Auscultation — suspicious. Sputum — positive 
microscopically. The supramammary lymphatic 
gland was not examined in this case as it was 
decided to kill the cow on the positive sputum 
and the suspicious respiratory sounds. 

A sample of milk from this cow was included 
in the herd sample, which on biological examin- 
ation reported negative. Post-mortem 
examination showed tubercle of the lungs, liver, 
kidneys, mesenteric glands and the left supra- 


mammary lymphatic gland, which was enlarged. 


CasE No. 5. 

Subject.—Second-calf, red cow in rather poor 
condition. 

History and Clinical Examination.—Cough. 
Auscultation—-rales right side upper third. No 
sputum. A chain of small fluctuating swellings 
in prescapular region. As surgical interference 
to obtain pus is not permitted under the Order, 
the cow was pushed against stall partition dur- 
ing auscultation and abscess burst. Microscopical 
examination of pus——positive. 

Post-mortem examination showed tuberculosis 
in following locations: Slight pleurisy and 


peritonitis, lungs, kidneys, prescapulars and the 


left supramammary lymphatic gland showed 
several nodules of very old tubercle. 

A sample of milk from this cow was included 
in the herd milk sample which was submitted to 
biological examination and reported negative. 


CASE No. 6. 

Subject—An aged cow, No. 7. 

History.—The herd of which this cow was a 
member was examined during routine inspection 
by a colleague, and a positive sputum obtained. 

Post-mortem examination showed tubercle of 
the pleura, peritoneum, lungs, liver, mesenteric 
glands and the supramammary lymphatic gland. 
A sample of milk from this cow was included 
in the herd milk sample and reported negative 
to the biological test. 


CASE No. 7. 

Subject.—Third-calf, red, horned cow. 

Clinical Examination.—Infrequent cough. 
Auscultation revealed a great variety of rales 
all over chest on both = sides, attributed to 
emphysema or fibroid tubercle. Left supra- 
mammary lymphatic gland very much enlarged 
and nodular. 

Microscopical examination of milk, sputum 
and urine—-all negative. Sample of milk also 
negative to biological test. 

Diagnosis—-tuberculosis. 

Nore.—The owner was refractory and would 
not permit the application of the tuberculin 
test. As it was considered that the cow did 
not come within the scope of the Tuberculosis 
Order at that time, it was not slaughtered until 
positive evidence to that effect was obtained. 
Several months later, my colleague, Mr. A. H. 
Hunter, B.v.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., reported that 
he had obtained a positive sputum from this 
cow. The following day the cow was again 
examined clinically, and was found to be still 
in fairly good condition. The cough was more 
frequent and auscultation revealed—right lung, a 
great variety of rales in the upper and middle 
thirds, with similar rales all over the left side. 
The left supramammary d4ymphatic gland was as 
large as a kidney and nodular, The cow was 
now dry for calving in about ten days. Some 
secretion was obtained from the udder for 
biological examination, which was reported 
positive. 

Post-mortem Examination.—Lungs fairly exten- 
sively affected with tubercle, although lesions 
small; acute, diffuse pleurisy and _ peritonitis; 
mesenteric glands, kidneys and liver. The left 
supramammary lymphatic gland greatly 
enlarged and contained numerous’ caseating 
abscesses enclosed in compact, white, glistening, 
fibrous tissue. Both horns of the uterus, which 
contained a fully developed calf, were exten- 
sively tuberculous with pus in uterine cavity. 

In this case it should be noted that at the 
first clinical examination, when supra- 
mammary lymphatie gland was found enlarged. 
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the milk was negative to biological examination, 
but several months later when the cow was dry 
for calving, the secretion was positive to the 
biological test. It is suggested that the explana- 
tion of this occurrence is probably to be found 
not in an extension of the infection to the 
udder from the supramammary lymphatic gland, 
but in a fresh haematogenous infection of the 
udder. This view is supported by the post- 
mortem examination of the udder, which showed 
early tuberculous mastitis of the whole of the 
left hind quarter, whereas if the infection had 
spread from the lymph gland the part of the 
quarter adjacent to the gland would either have 
been the only part affected, or would have shown 
the oldest lesion. 

On account of extensive lesions in the uterus, 
the calf was examined and tubercle found in 
the following locations: Liver substance and 
gland, kidneys, spleen and mediastinal lymphatic 
glands. 

The reports of these cases have been made 
as brief as was considered possible to satisfy 
the objects of this article, and it is submitted 
that a careful examination of even this small 
number of cases indicates the necessity for 
alWays attempting to palpate the supra- 
mammary Ivinphatic glands, that 
tuberculosis of the supramammary lymphatic 
gland does occur without involvement of the 
udder and without infection of the milk. 


A Clinicai Note on the Significance of the 
Supramammary Lymphatie Gland in the 
Differential Diagnosis of Tuberculous 
Mastitis 

Great differences of opinion have been 
expressed with regard to the value to be 
attached to the examination of the supra- 
maminary lymphatic gland as an aid to the 
diagnosis of tuberculous mastitis, and it would 
appear from published reports where the subject 
has been discussed, that the great majority of 
veterinary surgeons consider it of little value. 
This view is not shared by the author, who 
has always attached considerable importance 
and significance to the practice. 

By those holding what might be termed the 
orthodox view, ie. that the examination of 
the gland is of little if any value, it is main- 
tuined that in many animals it is impossible to 
palpate, and that the gland may be enlarged 
from causes other than tubercle. While 
admitting both these statements, they cannot 
be aecepted as valid evidence against the 
clinical yalue of the practice. 

In heifers and fat animals it is readily 
admitted that to detect the gland is a matter 
of great difficulty, and in most instances, 
impossibility, but such animals suffer compara- 
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tively rarely from udder tuberculosis, takiig 
the country as a whole. The vast majority of 
animals so affected are dairy cows in store 
condition that have had three or more calves, 
by which time the udder has become more 
pendulous, rendering the  supramammuary 
Ilyvmphatic gland more accessible. The true value 
of any clinical method is to be estimated by the 
number of animals on which it can be practised, 
and not by the few where it is impracticable. 
Similarly the statement that the examination of 
the gland is of little value because it may be 
enlarged from causes other than tubercle, cin- 
not be accepted as a sound reason for not 
carrying out the practice. The statement itself 
admits that tuberculosis may be a cause of 
enlargement of the gland and, therefore, if? the 
other causes can be determined and differen- 
tiated clinically the examination of the gland 
is of real importance, 

The chief causes of enlargement of the 
supramammary lymphatic gland are phiysi- 
ological and pathological. The physiologici! 
changes responsible are those affecting 
the udder of the pregnant cow immediatel) 
prior to calving and result in the enlargement of 
both supramammary lymphatic glands. The 
pathological conditions which give rise to 
enlargement of the gland are intra- or extra- 
mammary. It is not proposed in this’ brief 
note to examine the very rare pathological! 
conditions that may affect the gland, such as 
leukaemias, malignant growths, ete., but rather 
to deal with the subject from the practical 
standpoint of the clinical examination of dairy 
herds. Without enumerating the several condi- 
tions affecting the udder that cause enlargement 
of the supramammary lymphatic gland they may 
briefly be grouped into all the factors causing 
mastitis, including tuberculosis, with or without 
involvement of the udder. 

In all clinical cases of mastitis the lymph 
receives the causal organism or its toxin, or 
both, and is associated with enlargement of 
the supramammary lymphatie gland on the side 
corresponding to the diseased quarter. or 
quarters. The diagnosis at this stage presents 
little difficulty, as the changes found in the 
milk either by naked-eye or microscopica! 
examination are sufficient to account for the 
induration in the udder, 


As the condition becomes less acute, the 
supramamimary gland decreases in size, and 
when all organismal activity ceases in the 
udder and the toxins have been absorbed, the 
gland returns to its normal. In many of these 
cases, however, some induration remains in the 
affected quarter, and at certain stages it closely 
resembles that found in certain types of 
tuberculous mastitis, with this important differ 
ence, that in all clinical cases of udder 
tuberculosis the supramammary — lymphatic 
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CANINE DIETETICS 


ANY years of research into the dietary 

problems affecting puppy breeding and 

rearing have gone into the manufacture of SAVAL, 
the balanced puppy food. 


Not only in the laboratory, but in actual 


practice over a very long period, SAVAL has fully 
justified the claims made for it. 

SAVAL supplies proteins, phosphates and 
carbohydrates—the quantity and quality of these 
constituents being regulated by vigorous laboratory 
control— with aetive vitamins, A, B, D and E, and 
properly balanced mineral supplements, all in the 
most assimilable form. 

Deficiency diseases such as_ rickets and 
digestive disturbances due to unbalanced dietary are 
unknown to litters reared on SAVAL. Furthermore, 
if fed to the dam_ before conception, during 
gestation and after whelping, SAVAL will provide 
her with the food rich in the necessary elements 

for developing an adequate milk supply and 
ensuring sound constitutions for her litter. 
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gland is enlarged and continues to increase il 
size us the disease progresses, while in many of 
the non-tuberculous indurations the gland is 
normal. 

In examining the supramammary lymphatic 
gland, it should be remembered that where the 
induration affects only one side of the udder, 
the gland on the non-affected side can be used 
for comparison. Moreover, it is not necessary 
to be able to palpate the whole of the gland 
in order to determine whether it is enlarged. 
If the gland is enlarged then the borders will 
be more rounded and thickened, so that if only 
the lower posterior part of the gland can be 
felt, it is possible to determine the general 
condition of the whole gland. 

In the series of cases quoted, it is apparent 
that but for the examination of the supra. 
mammary lymphatic gland most of them would 
have remained undetected, because while the 
vlund was enlarged the udder appeared normal. 

The view is expressed that in actual practice 
where the supramammary lymphatic gland is 
enlarged and the udder appears normal on 
palpation, the cause of the enlargement of the 
gland is tuberculosis. It is admitted that the 
gland may be enlarged from other causes, such 
us Jeukuemin and malignant growths, but in 
routine clinical inspections these conditions are 
so rare as to be of negligible practical signiti- 
cance. In any case, leukaemia can be readily 
differentiated by the other symptoms presented, 
and the author in many years’ experience has 
not encountered any malignant growths affect 
ing the supramammary Ivinphatie gland. 


CONCLUSIONS 


(1) Enlargement of the supramamimary 
lymphatic gland where the udder appears 
normal is almost a certain indication that the 
gland is tuberculous, 

(2) Tuberculosis of the  supramammary 
iymphatie gland can exist without involvement 
of the udder, or tubercle bacilli being present 
in the milk, 

(3) The supramammary lymphatic gland is 


of considerable value as an aid to the differ- 


ential diagnosis of tuberculous mastitis. 
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In Parliament 


The following questions and answers have 
been recorded in the House of Commons 
recently: 

MILK 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Tuomas Moore asked the 
Minister of Agriculture whether he has accepted 
the conclusions of the recent investigation 
carried out by the Hannah Dairy Research 
Institute, which showed that the growth of calves 
fed on pasteurized milk was no less than that 
of calves fed on raw milk, while the tuberculous 
infection of the latter was far more serious, or 
whether he intends that further experiments 
should be carried out before any steps are taken 
to encourage the compulsory pasteurization of 
milk in this country? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The investigation to 
which my hon. and gallant Friend refers is only 
one of a number of investigations designed to 
test the nutritive value of pasteurized as com- 
pared with raw milk. The Government’s 
proposals with regard to pasteurization are out- 
lined in the White Paper on Milk Policy issued 
in July last, and, as already announced, it is 
the Government’s intention to bring forward 
legislation this session to give effect to them. 

Sir T. Moore asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether his attention has been called to the 
statement in the recent report issued by the 
Hannah Dairy Research Institute that of the 47 
samples of mixed raw milk used in connection 
with their experiments 70 per cent. showed the 
presence of viable tubercle bacilli; and whether 
these samples may be taken as giving a fair 
representation of the raw milk supplies in this 
country from non-tuberculin tested herds? 

Mr. Morrison: The answer to the first part of 
the question is in the affirmative. With regard to 
the second part of the question, the presence of 
viable tubercle bacilli in a given sample of 
milk varies according to a number of factors, and 
in particular as to whether the milk has been 
obtained from a single herd, or whether it is 
representative of the bulked supply from = a 
number of herds. The results of a particular 
experiment such as that quoted in my hon. and 
gallant Friend’s question cannot, therefore, 
necessarily be accepted as representative of milk 
supplies as a whole. 

Sir T. Moore: Is my right hon, Friend satisfied 
that pasteurization really does prevent the 
initiation and development of tuberculosis? 

Mr. Morrison: That isa much larger question, 
and [| must ask my hon. and gallant Friend to 
continue to await the debate on the Milk Bill, 
when the subject will come before Parliament. 


GRASS-DRYING ‘ 


Mr. Guest asked the Minister of Agriculture 
what progress has been made during the current 
year with regard to the artificial drying of crops 
by machines burning coke or coal; and whether 
he will consider taking further action to stimu- 
late such development? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The Ministry and the 
Agricultural Research Council are collaborating 
in an investigation of the various grass-drying 
processes. A report by the Agricultural Research 
Council was published last May, but I am 
informed that the additional information obtained 
during the current year would not justify the 
publication of a further report at the present 
time. The position is, however, being kept under 
constant notice by the Council and the Ministry. 
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Their Majesties at the 
Royal Veterinary College 


Their Majesties King George VIO and Queen 
Elizabeth, by their visit to the Royal Veterinary 
College on Tuesday last—recorded elsewhere ip 
this issue—to open the new main block, have 
honoured the whole profession with a gesture 
not only of graciousness but of faith in its 
future. It is an expression, unparalleled in 
the annals of veterinary institutions the world 
over, of the conviction of its royal patron 
that from such a centre of learning and research 
will accrue immens >? benefits to the human and 
animal population of the Commonwealth. 

The association of the royal family with the 
College is of much historic interest and a source 
of gratification to our profession. It was in 1791 
that an influential body of noblemen and gentle- 
profiting by the disinterested action of the 
Odiham Agricultural Society in transferring to 
them both funds and project for the purpose, 
“erected themselves into “The Veterinary 
College, London.” In 1830, on the accession of 
King William IV, His Majesty’s assent was 
obtained to allow his royal name to be used as 
patron of the College. A long line of presidents 
of royal blood began with the first Duke of 
Cambridge, seventh son of George IIL, who 
ofliciated until the time of his death, and was 
succeeded by his son, the second Duke, whose 
presidency extended oyer the remarkable span 
1850 to 1904. The Duke of Connaught then 
accepted the honour, to be followed by the Duke 
of Gloucester in 1982. Both the latter and his 
predecessors have been very active in their 
interest in the College and presided at many 
meetings of the Governors. In 1875 the first 
Charter of Incorporation was granted to the 
Royal Veterinary College by Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria and this was followed by a Supplemen- 
tary Charter in 1876.) Both were revoked in 
1936 by His Majesty King Edward VIII and a 
new Charter granted. , 

The occasion which now occupies our thoughts 
was preceded, it may be noted again, as dis- 
playing the association of the Royal House with 
building developments at the College. by the 
opening of the Research Institute in 1925) by 
the Duke of Connaught. No event in the history 
of the London school could have been more 
timely, for the old) buildings were thereby 
thrown into striking contrast, as the complete 
antithesis of the modern conception of a 
veterinary college and hospital for the proper 
training of students. Tnstinctive in the minds 
of those graduating from the institution at that 
time was the feeling that, no matter how 
eminent the Principal, or talented the staff, the 
existence of premises so inimical in every way 
to efliciency, as representing the home of veter- 
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inary scholarship in the capital city of the 
Kimpire, in itself constituted a hopeless handicap 
to every effort put forward there or elsewhere 
to enhance the status of the profession. More- 
over, there was no likelihood of statesmen 
linking the financial needs of such a place with 
those of the great allied sciences of medicine 
and agriculture. Sir John M’Fadyean and Sir 
Frederick Hobday, as Principals, Professor 
G. Hl. Wooldridge, now Vice-Principal, and the 
other members of the College staff have indeed 
earned the gratitude and admiration of the 
profession for carrying on under such conditions 
with a tuitional success that stands as a greut 
tribute to their ability and their determination 
to give of their best in the face of almost 
overwhelming difficulties. 

The scheme re-building contemplated 
originally by Sir John M’Fadyvean, was a some- 
What modest one, but it must have seemed all 
that was practicable in the days when official 
condemnation was an unanticipated asset. It 
was afterwards that the Lovat and Martin 
Reports uttered their castigations and warnings, 


and caused the necessary awakening of the 
nation. Above all, the man whose gift of 


popular appeal was to come to the rescue of the 
College was still in practice in Kensington. At 
this critical stage, Sir (then Major) Frederick 
Hobday, at the behest of the Governors—who 
were becoming unwilling to accept responsibility 
any longer for the institution under the condi- 
tions then existing—-became Principal in 1927. 
He proclaimed that here was at least one 
uncrowded profession, offering good prospect: 
to men and women in private practice, and in 
the public service at home and overseas, This 
appeal led to an increased demand for enrol- 
ment by new entrants, thereby providing a 
useful weapon to those who were striving for 
the elevation of the educational standard on 
entry and for the promotion of a rapprochement 
with the universities. Sir Frederick, in his 
desire to create a new College, made full use, 
by illustrated lantern lectures, of his extensive 
journeyings abroad and endeavoured both by 
this means and by utilising to the full the 
strictures passed in the Lovat Report on the 
qualitative and quantitative inadequacy of the 
provision made for recruitment to the Colonial 
Veterinary Service, to secure Governmental sup- 


port. The findings and recommendations for 
rebuilding and equipping the College forth- 


coming from the Departmental Committee (the 
Martin Committee) appointed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture fully bore out the findings of the 
Lovat Report. At this time the Earl of 
Harewood, who had been invited to join the 
Board of Governors, was most helpful, and he 
drew attention in the House of Lords to the 
deplorable position revealed by the in-flowing 
tide of students, the clamant veterinary needs 
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of agriculture at home and abroad, and the 
financial inability of the Governors to take 
advantage of their great opportunity. 

As a result, subscriptions began to assume 
notable volume, and the anticipated attainment 
of a figure based on the contingent “* pound for 
pound official grant induced Government. to 
approach the Treas- 
ury to set a higher 
goal. In due course 
that too was reached, 
enabling building to 
proceed apace, and, 
finally, an  Engow- 
ment Appeal for a 
further £250,000 was 
made. Such, then, is 
briefly the story of an 
heroie and successful 
endeavour behind the 
bald statement that 
the rebuilding of the 
College has been 
made possible by the 
granting of £150,000 
from the Treasury 
together with some 
£135,000 raised by 
voluntary subscrip- 
tions. 

But the central 
figure in this wonder- 
ful achievement was 
Sir Frederick Hobday 
who in a period of, 
eight years—a period 
that is negligible in 
the life of the institu- 
tion—wso retrieved its 
fortunes as to dissi- 
pate the whole atmo- 
sphere of obloquy 
with which the Re- 
ports to which we 
have referred had 
enshrouded the Col- 
lege. It has become 
instead one of pride and hopefulness to which 
this week’s ceremony has given ample witness, 
All will be pleased to learn that the portrait 
of Sir Frederick recently painted by Mr. John 
Hassall, has been accepted by the College and 
will in future hang in the new buildings. 

Sir Frederick was rewarded by the confer- 
ment of a knighthood in 193838, but his chief 
reward must surely be the happiness of seeing 
the carefully fostered enthusiasm of the State, 
the public, and the profession for the task to 
which he had set his hand result in the creation 
of a magnificent institution with which his name 
will ever be associated in grateful remembrance. 

Here may appropriately be outlined the 
structural steps by which this monument to his 
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labours has come to completion. Demolition 
began in June, 1922. Then from time to time 
announcements were made upon the progress of 
transforming the Royal Veterinary College from 
“a national disgrace” to what we can now 
see—a splendid edifice where future generations 
of British veterinary surgeons will be properly 
trained to pursue 
their beneficent call- 
ing. The first building 
to be taken in hand 
was the Beaumont 
Animals Hospital 
(Poor Out - Patients’ 
Department). This 
was completed — in 
19388, and in the same 
year the site of the 
College pur- 
chased from the 
Ncclesiastical Com- 
missioners with an 
additional site to the 
north of the College, 
for the erection of 
other premises. The 
first half of the 
‘anine block, which 
is now used partly as 
au Hospital for Sub- 
scribers’ animals and 
partly for the aceom- 
modation of the 
Animal Husbandry 
Department, was also 
completed in 1938, 
and the other half in 
1934. The latter year 
also witnessed the 
erection of the recep- 
tion stables, ride and 
post - mortem block. 
The Pathology 
Museum block, which 
adjoins the Research 

Institute, was com- 

pleted for temporary 
purposes in 1983 and is now being finally fitted 
up as a museum. The main block, has just been 
completed; the details of its structure and the 
uses to which it will be put are specified else- 
where in this issue. 

In 1986 Sir Frederick decided to retire and 
Professor J.B. Buxton was appointed as Acting 
Principal, to direct current duties, but) there 
was universal pleasure when it was known that 
Sir Frederick was not formally to relinquish 
the post of Principal until the ceremony of the 
opening of the new buildings. Sir Frederick 
Was thus enabled to witness, as chief executive, 
the fruition of his indefatigable efforts to create 
for Great Britain a veterinary college second 
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to none in the Empire and hardly rivalled any- 
where in the world. 


The alteration made in the Charter of the 
College last year permitted those bodies directly 
interested in veterinary science to nominate 
Governors. Even with well-selected and 
vigorous governing body the bulk of the work 
and responsibility of conducting the affairs of 
the College must rest necessarily upon the 
Principal. The Governors began well, therefore, 
by choosing Professor Buxton, late Director of 
the Institute of Animal Pathology, Cambridge, 
as Acting Principal, for he is a man who has 
renarkable achievements to his credit in his 
own calling, commands to an exceptional degree 
the confidence of his colleagues and has dis- 
played outstanding powers of organisation and 
administration. 


Now that a new chapter in the history of the 
College has been opened by the gracious act of 
our Sovereign, this opportunity has been taken 
to reflect upon the vicissitudes of its past. It is 
felt that this story—unedifying as it has been 
in many ways in so far as it has mirrored the 
neglect of the State in caring for an institution 
struggling desperately to carry on work in the 
national interest—should have a salutary moral 
effect upon future Governments. Never again 
ought such a woeful charge of neglect in matters 
of veterinary education be laid to the account 
of any Government. 


Two matters in the work of reconstruction 
remain to be considered. The first concerns the 
completion of the College buildings on the site 
to the north already mentioned. Here is to be 
provided accommodation for large animals and 
the Surgical Department. The College is at 
present unable to complete this through lack of 
funds, but it is a very necessary feature, as the 
College considers that its essential work in the 
future will lie in studying and combating the 
diseases of farm stock which are important 
from the economic point of view, more than in 
uny other direction. The second matter is the 
provision of an endowment adequate to main- 
tain the staff. structure. and equipment of the 
new College. Reeently, in a statistical com- 
parison of its resources with those of medical 
und agricultural institutions in the south of 
England this journal revealed the unequal and 
niggardly treatment of the Royal Veterinary 
College in the matter of Treasury grants. The 
State has never hitherto seen itself as a fairy 
godmother to its Cinderella. veterinary educa- 
tion, but now that the Prince has, as it were. 
appeared before her in person, it would be an 
act of grace on the part of the State to come 
forward generously and permanently to her aid. 


W. B.z 
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The Royal Veterinary 
College and Hospital, 
London 


OPENING OF NEW 


BUILDINGS BY KING GEORGE V1 
THEIR MAJESTIES’ VISIT 

A new era in the history of the Royal Veter- 
inary College, London, and one so pregnant with 
possibilities of achievement as to be virtually 
unrelated to the past and its conditions, was 
triumphantly inaugurated on ‘Tuesday last, 
November 9th, 1937, by His Majesty King 
George VI when, accompanied by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth, he visited the College to open 
the magnificent new buildings, described below, 
erected on the site of the former College to 
the plans of Major H. P. G. Maule, r.R.1.B.a. 


The great occasion was favoured with 
“royal” weather, and the citizens of North 
London seized avidly upon this latest and 


eagerly awaited opportunity to welcome Their 
Majesties. The route of approach in the neigh- 
hbourhood of the College, in the reconstruction of 
which the people of St. Pancras have manifested 
much interest, satisfaction and pride, was lined 
with a cheering throng, the extra-mural recep- 
tion culminating in Great College Street, loyally 
beflagged, where the students acclaimed the 
arrival, first of the Duke of Gloucester, 
President, and other members of the Court of 
Governors, the Mayor and attendant civic digni- 
taries of the Metropolitan Borough of St. 
Pancras, and finally of the King and Queen, to 
whom they formed a guard of honour. 

Shortly after 11 a.m. His Worship the Mayor 
of St. Pancras (Alderman R. F. W. Fincham. 
F.C.A.. J.P.), the Mayoress of St. Pancras, and 
the Town Clerk of the Borough, arrived at the 
main entrance of the College, where they were 
met by Sir Merrik Burrell, Bart. (Chairman). 
Sir Archibald Weigall (Hon. Treasurer), Sir 
Frederick Hobday (Principal), Professor J. 


Basil Buxton (Acting Principal) and = Mr. 
J. F. P. Maclaren (Bursar and Secretary). The 
same reception group, augmented by the 
Marquess of Crewe (H.M. Lieutenant of the 


County of London and Senior Vice-President of 
the College), and the Mayor of St. Paneras, 
greeted H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester on his 
arrival at 11.20 a.m. 

The half-hour witnessed the arrival of Their 
Majesties the King and Queen, attended by the 


Right Hon. W. S. Morrison (Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and = Minister in 
Attendance), the Lady-in-Waiting (the Lady 


Nunburnholme), the Lord-in-Waiting (the Earl 
of Erne), and the  Equerry-in-Waiting 
(Commander Harold Campbell, R.N.). They 


~ 
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were met, on alighting. by the Mayor of St. 
Pancras and at the door of the main entrance 
by the Duke of Gloucester, the Marquess of 
Crewe and Sir Merrik Burrell. 

Their Majesties, having entered the building. 
were greeted by the Earl of Harewood, one 
of the Vice-Presidents of the College, and in 
the hall a beautiful bouquet was charmingly 
presented to the Queen by the Hon. Barbara 
North, grand-daughter of Sir Merrik Burrell. 
Her Majesty making gracious acknowledgment, 


Amid a scene of such impressiveness as can 
never have been paralleled among ceremonial 
occasions associated with the veterinary profes- 
sion, the King and Queen entered the beautifully 
decorated Great Hall, and took their seats upon 
the dais, acknowledging the welcome of the 
assembly, which included leading figures in the 
world of veterinary and medical science and 
representatives of the learned societies, with 
their ladies, 


THEIR MAJESTIES’ ARRIVAL 


ADDRESS TO H.M. THE KING 


Sir Merrik Burrell, Chairman of the Council 
of the Royal Veterinary College, now presented 
the following address to His Majesty. 

May it please Vour Majesty. 

The Court and Council of the Royal Veter- 
inary College gratefully acknowledge the signal 
honour conferred on everyone Connected with 
the College, and indeed on the veterinary 
profession as a whole, by Your Majesty in 
graciously consenting to open these new build- 
ings and by Her Majesty the Queen in being 
present with Your Majesty. 

These buildings replace old buildings erected 
in 1791 during the reign of King George ITI. 
In all probability, His Majesty took a personal 
interest in the efforts of the then Duke of 
Northumberland and other gentlemen to raise 
the funds necessary to create the first Veter- 
inary College in Great Britain, for. a few years 
before that time. as Elector of Hanover, he 
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himself founded the Hanover Veterinary School, 

The College is fortunate in the possession of 
portraits of King George III and Queen 
Charlotte and will be even more fortunate when 
it possesses the portrait for which Your Majesty 
has so kindly undertaken to sit, and which is 
to be painted by Mr. Philip de Laszlo, and most 
generously presented by him to the College in 
memory of Your Majesty’s presence here to-day. 

The College has had the honour of continuous 
Royal Patronage since 1830, and received its 
first Royal Charter in 1875; this was regranted 
in a revised form in 1936. H.R.H. the Duke of 
Connaught was its President from 1904 to 1982, 
when H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester honoured 
us by succeeding him. Some 14 years ago, the 
old buildings had become so out of date, so 
inadequate, and so dilapidated, that it was 
resolved to demolish them completely and to 
rebuild on the same site, with additional 
adjoining land—the whole purchased from the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, The wisdom of 
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the Governors’ decision was confirmed by a 
Departmental Committee, 

The Governors have had a very hard task in 
trying to collect the necessary funds, but with 
the assistance of a grant of £150,000 from the 
Government and with the help of many generous 
subscribers a sum of £285,000 has become avail- 
able. <A further sum of £40,000 is still needed 
to build the large animal hospital and operating 
theatre, so completing the building scheme, and 
to provide the full scientific equipment of the 
College. 

We are confident that the opening of these 
new buildings will open wide also the doors of 
a new era in the history of the veterinary 
profession in this country. 


HIS MAJESTY’S REPLY 
His Majesty King George VI was graciously 
pleased to make the following reply :— 
I thank you sincerely for your address. The 
Queen and I are very glad to be here this 
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Tue Main Biockx, RoyaAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 


morning, aS we are deeply interested in the 
prosperity of the livestock industry in this 
country; indeed, the well-being of the whole 
community depends largely on the health of 
our domestic animals being cared for by the 
highly trained veterinary profession. The value 
of the annual output of food from animal 
sources amounts to over £170,000,000, and there 


is a very large wastage from disease, This’ 


serious economic loss to the country can be 
greatly reduced, thanks to the rapid advance of 
science in recent years. Even so, much further 
research is continually needed to extend the 
knowledge of methods of cure and—what is still 
nore important—of prevention of disease. 

My Government is taking steps to form a 
National Veterinary Service through which to 
conduct a vigorous attack on animal diseases 
on a national scale, 

But successful research, wise administration, 
whnd I would add, efficient practice, all depend 
on the sound education of the individual, 
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The Farmers Weekly. 


It is, therefore, very gratifying that, with 
financial assistance from both public and private 
sources, the former Board of Governors of this 
College should have been able to reconstruct it 
on modern lines. I trust that the funds neces- 
sary for the completion of the Hospital will be 
forthcoming shortly. 

In declaring the new buildings of the Royal 
Veterinary College open, I sheuld like to 
congratulate Major Maule, the architect, on the 
splendid result he has achieved and to express 
the hope that the important work that lies 
before the new Court, Council and staff may be 
successfully accomplished, 

The Presentations 

The following presentations were then made 
to Their Majesties by H.R.H. the Duke of 
Gloucester, President of the College: Mrs. 
Fincham, Mayoress of the Borough of St. 
vancras; Lord Mildmay of Flete, Lieut.-Colonel 
Wilfred Stanyforth and Sir John M’Fadyean— 
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Past-Prinéipal—(Vice-Presidents) ; Sir  Archi- 
bald Weigall (Hon, Treasurer); Sir Frederick 
Hobday (Principal); Professor Basil Buxton 
(Acting Principal); Mr. Frederick Maclaren 
(Bursar and Secretary); Mr. John Ridge 
(President Students’ Union Society); Major 
Hugh Maule (Architect); Major Alfred Rice 
(Contractor) ; Mr. George Pennington (Clerk of 
Works); Mr. David Lloyd (Foreman), and 
Mr, Samuel Davies (Workman). 

Their Majesties, with the attendant party 
from the dais, then left the Great Hall to enter 
upon a tour of inspection of the premises, the 
visitors resuming their seats until notice was 
given that they had made sufficient progress, 
when the general company were invited to 
inspect the buildings. The numerous students 
on duty acted as guides, with a competence 
greatly appreciated by those to whom otherwise 
the extent of the premises and an attempt to 
grasp their manifold features of interest would 
have seemed formidable in the extreme, 
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While still seated in the Great Hall, the 
assembly were enthralled listeners to Professor 
J. G. Wright, who gave an admirable discourse, 
to be .reproduced our next issue, by 
way of enlargement on the early history of the 
institution and its environs contained in the 
commemorative brochure issued to all present, 
and to which further reference is made later. 
The professor termed his talk, * A Brief Review 
of the Birth of the College *—‘‘ To-day,” he 
coneluded, “ you are honouring its re-birth.” 


Inspection of the Premises by the King 
and Queen 

After the opening ceremony, Their Majesties 
gave striking evidence of their regard for the 
work of the College by spending nearly an hour 
in a tour of inspection. Under the guidance 
of the Vice-Principal, Professor Wooldridge. 
they visited the hospital and manifested the 
keenest interest in the many ‘“ cases” he had 
to show them: several times the (Queen 


THEIR MAJESTIES MAKING THEIR TOUR OF INSPECTION 
(L. to R.: The Queen, Professor Buxton (Acting Principal), Professor Wooldridge (Vice-Principal), 
the King, Right Hon. W. S. Morrison (Minister for Agriculture), the Earl of Harewood, the Duke 
of Gloucester, Professor Wright.) 
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His Majesty with JL. fo R.. the Duke of Gloucester (President), Sir Merrik Burrell (Chairman of 
the Council), Right Hon. W. S. Morrison (Minister for Agriculture), 
D 


he 
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stopped to pet some of the sick animals. The 
iKing mentioned to Sir Frederick Hobday that 
two of his own favourite shooting dogs were 
ill, adding that he thought they had _ been 
poisoned by eating some fungus in Windsor 
(ireat Park. Sir Frederick, who has held the 
appointment of Veterinary Surgeon to the King 
for 25 years, promised to get in touch with 
Mr. Willett, the King’s veterinary surgeon at 
Staines, later in the day. His Majesty asked 
Sir Frederick «a number of questions about 
“roaring” in horses and when the treatment 
was explained to him remarked, “ Then the 
operation is one which you yourself first did. 
I know all about it.” 

In the kennels the Duke of Gloucester had a 
long talk with Mrs, Bell, the head nurse, who 
looked after his own pet dogs, Dougal and 
Winks, when the Duke was in Africa a few 
years ago, 

At the end of their tour, in the course of 
which many of the departments were visited 
under the guidance of the Professor in charge, 
the King observed to Sir Frederick: “ I think 
it is very wonderful what is being done for 
animals to-day, and I wish the College all good 
luck.” The King and Queen then signed the 
Visitors’ Book, 

The departure of Their Majesties, to the 
resounding cheers of the still assembled crowds 
in Great College Street—to whom the proceed- 
ings in the Great Hall had been relayed by 
loud speaker—marked the termination of a 
magnificent ceremony. For that perfection of 
organisation which brought complete success, 
without a hitch from start to finish, the highest 
tribute must be paid, in particular, to the Acting 
Principal, Professor Buxton, and the Bursar and 
Secretary, Mr. Frederick Maclaren, and his 
equally indefatigable staff, 
and 


The new Royal Veterinary College 
Hospital, well found in every respect, is in 


being—a noble institution, worthy of the capital 
city of the Empire and a source of pride to 
the great profession it exists to serve. ‘ 

To celebrate the royal visit and the official 
opening, the students, in the evening, held a 
highly successful “ commemoration dance.” 


The Main Block 


The main block, now opened by His Majesty. 
represents the chief feature of the scheme of 
complete reconstruction of the Royal Veterinary 
College. It contains both the teaching and 
research departments, as well as the library, 
administration offices and social rooms. The 
ground floor accommedates the large College 


hall, the board room, the Principal’s and 
Secretary’s offices and the general office; 


consulting and waiting rooms for subscribers, 
the pharmacy, and the private laboratories of 
the Professors of Medicine, Anatomy and their 
staffs. 


The first floor contains the physiology and 
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pharmacology laboratory, the biology labor:- 
tory, and private laboratories of the 
Biology Departinent, the chemistry and physics 
laboratory, and other accommodation for the 
Chemistry Department, the library and reading 
room, staff common room, the women students’ 
common room and the committee room; also one 
lecture room, 

The second floor accommodates two lecture 
rooms; the Department of Physiology, including 


the bio-chemistry laboratory various 
research laboratories for physiology including 


a room for electro-cardiography. It also con- 
tains a whole range of twelve laboratories 
which are ear-marked for advanced work, some 
of which are going now to be used for students 
taking the D.V.S.M. course. Towards the south 
end are the Principal's flat and at the north 
end the Department of Histology and 
Embryology, 

The third floor in front houses the division 
of Preventive Medicine, including the biological 
products section, where tuberculin, mallein, etc., 
are produced. At the back, the third floor is 
devoted to rooms for animals. Throughout the 


College the numerous hospital wards are 
spacious and centrally heated, as befits the 
principal nursing home and hospital of the 


animal world. 
In the new building have been incorporated 


all the most advanced devices that could be 
found in the veterinary colleges of other 
countries. In this connection it may be men- 


tioned that one side of the large operating 
theatre is of glass, the lighting system ove> 
the operating table is shadowless, and, in the 
application of anaesthetics, a remarkable new 
appliance is used for administering chloroform 
by electricity. The largest of the oak-panelled 
lecture theatres, with desks in light oak, has 
accommodation for 300) students; all are 
equipped with lantern and cinematograph, for 
films have proved of great benefit in veterinary 
teaching. Attached to the biology department is 
a glass house for snakes and frogs and tanks 
for fish. 

Although the lectures are “ mixed,” the 
common rooms are separate. While the arm- 
chairs and couches in the women’s rooms are 
covered with gay blue and white chintz, the 
furniture of the men’s room is more * stream- 
line.” 

In recent years other buildings of importance 
have been erected and put into use, as 
recorded (p. 1447) in the historical review 
published earlier in this issue, provision being 
nade therein for the treatment, under the most 
favourable conditions, of every class of animal. 
There are cow byres of the latest hygienic 
pattern, spacious loose boxes for sick horses. 
kennels for about 100 small animal patients. 
and a covered ride where horses can be 
examined for soundness and exercised while in 
hospital for treatment, 
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A model dairy for teaching purposes and 
accommodation for dealing with cases of 
poultry disease have still to be completed. Plans 
are ready for the erection of the large animal 
block, chiefly for horses and cattle, as soon as 
a further £40.000 can be raised. 


The General Scheme of Rebuilding 


The architect, Major Maule, has ably and 
cleverly made the fullest use of the site in the 
planning of the College, to the end that each 
of its many components may fulfil its function 
with the maximum degree of efficiency. In his 
contribution to the admirably produced illus- 
trated brochure prepared to commemorate the 
opening, Major Maule writes: “In order to 
follow the general scheme of the rebuilding, it 
is necessary to study the small scale site plan 
which shows how the different buildings are 
placed on the somewhat restricted area and 
their relationship to one another. In deciding 
the general lay-out great importance attached 
to the necessity for maintaining adequate means 
of circulation between all parts of the College 
and Hospital and the adjoining roads and so 
to design and place the various buildings that 
there should be ample light and air for both 
the animal and teaching quarters. A brief study 
of the plan will show how this has been 
achieved. 

“The buildings may be classified under two 
heads. Firstly, the central teaching and 
administrative block, with which is incorporated 
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the Research Institute in Animal Pathology 
built in 1924 at the extreme south-east corner 
of the site. This latter is now connected with 
the main building at the ground floor level by 
a wing containing the large pathological teach- 
ing museum, with animal quarters beneath at 
the lower ground floor level. Secondly, the 
buildings which comprise the various hospital 
quarters and operating theatres, etc., for the 
animal patients. These buildings, at present 
five in number, include the Beaumont Animals’ 
Hospital, on the left-hand side of the main 
block facing Great College Street, which is a 
free clinic, corresponding to the out-patients’ 
department of a general hospital. 

“ Immediately behind the Beaumont, and con- 
nected thereto by a subway, is the canine 
hospital and animal husbandry department. 
This building is a combination of a hospital and 
teaching department, which includes, not only 
laboratories and a small museum, ete., but also, 
on the ground floor, quarters for agricultural 
stock used for teaching and demonstration pur- 
poses. Exercising yards for dogs, both covered 
and open, are a feature of this building, which 
is also so planned as to admit of the maximum 
amount of light and air both to itself and the 
adjoining buildings. 

“‘ Behind the canine block is a small reception 
stable of three boxes, three stalls and harness 
room and covered yard, which also contains the 
hospital motor-ambulance garage and workshop. 
To the left of this, and placed along the north- 
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east boundary, is the ride, open on the south- 
west side, in which horses are tested for 
soundness. Over the ride, and reached by a 
ramp at the north-west end, are six horse boxes, 
quarters for a stableman and forage and a 
small set of isolation kennels and runs, with 
living quarters for kennel’ attendant, 
approached by open stairs at the south-east end. 
Adjoining the ride and in close connection with 
the pathological institute and pathology depart- 
ment is the pathological post-mortem building 
containing cold store and plant, preparation 
room, post-mortem room (arranged for demon- 
stration purposes), two small laboratories and 
lavatories. This building, though complete as a 
unit, is interesting as being perhaps one of the 
smallest and most efficient of its kind in Europe. 


“There remains the vacant space on the plan 
at the north end of the site. Here will be placed, 
when funds permit, the large animals’ hospital, 
a group of buildings which will eventually con- 
sist of some 40 boxes and pens, a large operating 
theatre and stockroom, quarters for stablemen, 
fodder and grain stores, the forge, refuse 
destructor, ete. To permit of this extension two 
rows of cottages have to be demolished and 
the existing public centre passage-way diverted 
to the boundary. Until this vital hospital 
extension is completed, the medical and surgical 
work of the College in relation to horses and 
other farm stock will be very seriously 
handicapped. 

“The planning of the main teaching and 
administration block was greatly simplified by 
the schedule of accommodation prepared by the 
Departmental Committee in 1929. 1t may be of 
interest to note that the principle here adopted 
of grouping all the main teaching departments 
in one building differs widely from Continental 
practice, where, in many of the great veterinary 
colleges, the various departments are detached 
and self-contained units, necessitating a far 
larger area of land for their accommodation. 
In this building the chief problems to overcome 
were to link up conveniently the pathological 
institute (originally designed in 1924 as a com- 
pletely detached building) with the new block 
in such a way as to combine the work of the 
Institute with the work of the pathological 
departinent—a point strongly emphasised in the 
report of the Departmental Committee. The 
conmnunications had also to be so planned as 
to ensure the utmost freedom and facility of 
movement between the lecture rooms and 
laboratories and the various hospital buildings 
outside. Other and important factors were the 
disadvantages of fronting a tram-lined main 
road, the diversity of the teaching requirements 
and, last but by no means least, the compara- 
tive restriction in both area and cost. In addi- 
tion to these problems of planning was the fact 
that during rebuilding the entire work both of 
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teaching and hospital had to be maintained on 
the site.” 

After detailing the features of the central 
building, already deseribed, Major Maule, 
having stated that it was decided so to construct 
the steel-framed building that an additional 
storey could be added to the two wings of the 
main block at some future date, continues :- 

“The general lay-out of this College block is 
comparatively simple and direct. Rectangular 
in shape, with projecting wings facing Great 
College Street, the various departments are 
grouped round two internal courts divided from 
one another in the centre by the assembly hall, 
the flat roof of which is available for sitting 
out in summer weather. Easy conmunications 
are secured by ai central stairs facing the 
main entrance hall and two subsidiary stairs 
in the outward angles of the two courts con- 
nected by internal corridors. Service stairs, 
communicating with each floor, are provided for 
the two flats. 

“The smaller theatres are placed at the rear 
corners of the building, away from the noise of 
traffic. with windows on two sides and close to 
the subsidiary stairs. 

“The anatomy demonstration theatre, the 
preparation room and cold store, together with 
the great anatomy dissecting hall and the large 
pathological lecture laboratory. are grouped on 
the lower ground floor at the back of the 
building and are carried up to the general first 
floor level. 

“A mezzanine corridor above the lower 
round floor corridor is contrived at the back of 
these rooms. thereby greatly simplifying the 
means of access to all parts of the ground and 
lower ground and basement floors. This special 
arrangement of the back wing may be said to 
be the keynote of the plan as it allows full 
advantage to be taken of the sloping site, and 
the grouping and arrangement of each depart- 
ment in turn is related to its special work in 
both College and Hospital. 

“These are the broad outlines of the archi- 
tectural problems of the rebuilding. The object 
to be attained was to create a group of buildings 
capable of providing a complete and comprehen- 
sive training centre for veterinary surgeons. 
lacking nothing of essential modern scientific 
facilities and, at the same time, avoiding all 
unneeessary expense on non-essentials.” 


The Company 


The company included, in addition lo those 
already mentioned: Mr. J.. 
Dr. J.T. Share-Jones, Colonel G, K. Walker. 
Sir Archibald Weigall, Captain J. R. Barker, 
Mr. H. W. Dawes, Major “Hamilton — Kirk, 
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Captain W. G. Wragg, Sir Joseph Lamb, M.p., 
Mr. Cemlyn-Jones, Sir Edward Mellanby, Sir 
Percy Shepherd, Captain Brassey, Colonel G. 
Rees-Mogg, Mr. H. E. Dale, Dr. Hamill, Mr. John 
Smith, Professor Watson, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Mr. G. P. Male, Sir Ernest Graham Little, Sir 
John Gilmour, Professor Woollard, Mr. E.. T. 
Neathercoat, Professor F. C. Minett and Professor 
Wm. C, Miller (Members of the Court of 
Governors); Sir Walter Gilbey, Lord Glanely, 
Sir Leonard Brassey, Sir John Moore 
(Members of the Old Board of Governors); 
Sir Joseph Arkwright, Professor William 
Bulloch and Mr. Sidney Villar (Members 
of the Research Committee); various members 
of the teaching staff and their ladies; 27 students 
representing the Students’ Union Council; 
representing London University: Dr. H. 
Pickard (Vice-Chancellor), Mr. S. Loney 
(Chairman of Convocation), Dr. H. L. Eason 
(Principal) and Mr. S. J. Worsley (Academic 
Registrar); representing other veterinary col- 
leges: Professor Wm, (Vice-Principal, 
Glasgow Veterinary College) and Professor 
J. O'Connor (Principal, Veterinary College 
of Ireland); representing other colleges: Lord 
Dawson of Penn (President, Royal College 
of Physicians), Dr. Cuthbert Wallace (President, 
Royal College of Surgeons and Sir John Parsons 
(President, Royal Society of Medicine); represent- 
ing the Ministry of Health: Sir Arthur MacNalty 
(Chief Medical Officer); representing the Ministry 
of Agriculture: Sir D. Fergusson (Permanent 
Secretary), Mr. Charles Nathan, Sir John Kelland 
(Chief Veterinary Officer) and Mr, D.. E. 
Vandepeer; re sresenting the Agri icultural 
Research Council: Dr. E. H. Butler (Secretary); 
representing the Colonial Office: Sir Cosmo 
Parkinson (Permanent Under Secretary), and Sir 
Frank Stockdale (Agriculture Adviser); represent- 
ing the Development Commission: T. 
Middleton (Vice-Chairman), Mr. E. H. E. Havelock 
(Secretary); representing Army Veterinary 
Services: Major -General J. J. B. Tapley (Director- 
General) and lady; representing the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons: Lieut.-Colonel P. J. 
Simpson (President) and lady, Messrs. J. Willett 
and G. H. Livesey (Vice-Presidents) and ladies, 
and Dr. F. Bullock (Registrar) and lady; 
representing the National Veterinary Medical 
Association: Captain D. Campbell (President) and 
lady, Major D. S. Rabagliati (President-Elect) 
and lady; representing the R.A.S.E.: Mr. U. 
Roland Burke (President); representing the 
N.F.U.: Sir R. Dorman Smith (President); 
representing the Central Landowners’ Associa- 
tion: Lieut.-Colonel Acland Troyte (President); 
representing the County Councils’ Association: 
Lord Eltisley (President), and Sir Edward 
Holland (Chairman); representing the R.S.P.C.A.: 
Sir Robert Gower (Chairman); representing the 
People’s League of Health: Miss 0. Nethersole 
and Dr. C. Hawthorne; representing 
U.L.A.W.S.: Captain C. W. Hume (Hon. Secretary) 
and lady; representing the Metropolitan Borough 
of St. Pancras: the Mayor (Alderman R. F. W. 
Fincham) and the Mayoress, the Deputy Mayor 
(Alderman Denyer), the Town Clerk (Mr, Powell 
Coke) and Aldermen Bolsom, Capes, Escott, 
Crosby (Miss), Davies, Evans, Mitchell and Spry; 
Major H. P. G. Maule (architect) and Mrs. and 
Miss Maule, Major Rice (contractor) and lady. 
Among the benefactors of the College present 
were: Lord Horder and lady, Brigadier-General 
T. H. S. Marchant and lady, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Courtauld, Mr. H. Buckingham and friend, Mr. 
H. G. Latilla and lady. 
Also” present were: The Marchioness — of 
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The Centralised Veterinary 
Service 


N our. advertisement columns to-day we 

publish the announcement that the Ministry 
of Agriculture is to add at least 380°) junior 
officers to its veterinary service.- We are glad 
to note that active steps are now being taken 
to implement the terms of the Agriculture Bill 
but it would be idle for us to express complete 
satisfaction with the salaries offered. It is the 
Association’s considered view that for the 
success of the Centralised Service it is essential 
that the service shall attract a personnel which 
will enable the veterinary affairs of the State 
to be conducted efficiently in the light of the 
best veterinary advice. To this end the 
Association strove to its utmost to get the 
salaries of the veterinary service raised to a 
sufficiently attractive level. ‘To some extent this 
effort, through a previous deputation to the 
Ministry, has been successful, as a comparison 
of the present scale with that of the past shows. 
The letter giving the decision of the Minister, 
published below, also Shows that the Minister 
is impressed with the Association's demand that 
the new inspectors should be graduates of some 
experience. Admittedly the salary changes are 
for the better, but it is regrettable that the 
Ministry has not seen its way to make the 
senior posts more comparable to those of the 
medical service of the Ministry of Health. In 
view, however, of the importance of the work 
be undertaken baw the service the 


Glamis and lady, Lady 
Chesham, Mrs. Morrison, Mr. J. A.) Dewar 
and lady, Sir Charles Howell-Thomas and 
daughter, Dr. Kotthoff and lady (Bayer Products, 
Lid.), Mr. Crawford (Chairman, Spratts Patent, 
Ltd.), Mr. W. Durham Wilkinson and lady, Mr. 
H. A. Turner (Midland Stables) and Mr, P. B. 
Tustin (United Dairies), Mr. Eric Parker (Editor, 
The Field) and lady, Miss Henderson, Mr, Philip 
de Laszlo and lady, Mr. A. Croxton Smith (Chair- 
man, Kennel Club), Sir C. Hindley (Chairman of 
Racecourse Betting Control Board), Mr. Norman 
Lance, Mr. F. Wetherby (Chairman, Jockey 
Club), Lady Kathleen Pilkington, Mr. Wilkinson 
(Auditor) and lady, Professor T. J. Evans (Dean 
of Guys Hospital Medical School), Mr. Frank 
Ware, Mr. James Webb and lady. Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley (Principal, Royal Dick Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh), was absent through illness. 
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Association has agreed to accept this scale in 
the sincere hope that the work will be under- 
taken with zeal and understanding and will 
prove in a comparatively short time its enormous 
value to the State. If success fs achieved we 
may reasonably look forward to the day when 
the salaries of the senior posts will be raised 
to a level more in keeping with their importance 
and when the Chief of the Service will be a 
veterinarian. 

The advertisement brings out the importance 
to be attached to previous experience of 
applicants in practising their profession, The 
Association believes that even the most junior 
officer of the State Service should have spent 
three years practising his profession previous to 
appointment and the Ministry is asking for a 
minimum of one. Further the Minister assures 
us that above this minimum further experience 
will be considered an advantage. This is 
undoubtedly a step in the right direction and 
one which we hope will be extended in the 
near future, 

We are assured that in the elaboration 
of plans for the development of the Service on 
the technical side the Association, through its 
Consultative Committee, will be given the 
opportunity to discuss with the officers of the 
Ministry important detail relative to this 
development at a_ sufficiently early stage to 
enable modifications to be made, if proved 
to be desirable, in the proposed State schemes 
before these are irrevocably decided. In this 
way we may hope to bring to the administrators 
much advice derived from recent extensive field 
experience with animals in health in 
disease, advice which should prove of value to 
those whose contact with animals in recent 
years has been more remote. By such consulta- 
tion we may expect the Service to achieve a 
reasonable measure of success, 

Following is the text of the letter from the 
Ministry, addressed to the Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation, to which reference is made above:— 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

7, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W.1. 
November 6th, 1937. 


Sir,--I am directed by the Minister of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries to inform you that the views 
of your Association on the question of the 
appropriate salary scales for the State Veterinary 
Service, as set out in the document handed to 
representatives of the Ministry by a deputation 
from your Association on October 25th, have been 
put before him, together with a full report of 
the discussions at the two meetings on October 
22nd and October 25th, and that he has carefully 
considered the whole question, 
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I am in the first place to express regret thai 
a misunderstanding should have arisen as to 
consultation between the Ministry and you: 
Association in this matter. There are many 
questions arising out of the proposals in Part IV 
of the Agriculture Act, 1937, on which the 
Ministry has been looking forward to consulting 
with the Special Committee which your Associa- 
tion has set up, and obtaining their advice and 
help, but on the question of the scales of salary 
which are to be paid to members of the Ministry’s 
staff, the channel through which the Ministry 
receives the views of those concerned is the 
Staff Side of the Departmental Whitley Council, 
which is the machinery set up throughout the 
Civil Service for this purpose. In the present 
instance consultation with the Staff Side was 
close and prolonged and in fixing the salary 
scales of which you have been informed full 
consideration was given to their views. 

On the wider questions raised in the statement 
submitted by your Association I am desired by 
the Minister to assure you that he fully appreci- 
ates the importance of reflecting in the new 
salary scales the increased responsibilities which 
will be assumed in the near future by the 
Ministry’s veterinary staff and of providing an 
attractive career for the best type of graduate. 
It is Mr. Morrison’s considered opinion, after 
studying the views put forward by your Associa- 
tion, that the scales which have been approved 
are appropriate and adequate, especially having 
regard to the very considerable’ increase 
contemplated in the-numbers of Superintending 
Inspectors and Divisional Inspectors, of which 
your Association has been informed. The general 
result of this large increase will be, as your 
Association will appreciate, that although these 
officers will be charged with a wider range of 
duties, the areas for which they will be 
responsible will be greatly reduced. Moreover, 
it is contemplated that as the work develops there 
will be a still further reduction in the size of 
some of the Divisions. Similarly, the increased 
weight of responsibility on the senior staff has 
been recognised, not only by the substantial 
increase which has been approved in the scales 
of salaries of those officers, but by the creation 
of an additional post of Deputy Chief Veterinary 
Officer. The Minister is not prepared, therefore, 
to re-open this question. 

The Minister has noted with interest, and has 
given careful consideration to, the views put 
forward by your Association on the question of 
the period during which candidates for admis- 
sion to the Service should be required to bave 
had practical experience. It is proposed, as 
your Association is aware, that the minimum 
period should be one year, but the Minister 
attaches iniportance to the views expressed by 
your Association on this subject and will see that 


they are conveyed to the Selection Board who 


will interview candidates. 
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The considerations put forward by your 
Association also have a bearing on the minimum 
age limit for candidates. You will no doubt be 
aware that the minimum age limit has hitherto 
been 21. It had been proposed that this should 
be raised to 22, but having reconsidered the 
position in the light of the recent discussions 
between your committee and representatives of 
the Ministry, Mr. Morrison has decided that it 
is desirable that this minimum age limit should 
be raised to 23. 

In conclusion, I am to say that Mr. Morrison 
looks forward to the co-operation of your 
Association with the Ministry in the establish- 
ment and development of a Service which, he 
fully agrees with your Association, is of 
premier importance to the velerinary profession, 
to the agricultural industry, and to the com- 
munity generally. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
D. E. VANDEPEER. 


GOATS, COWS AND ABORTION 


A reflection of the popular mis-informed views 
concerning abortion is contained in the following 
Lancet annotation, which appeared in a recent 
issue: * From time to time, at meetings of learned 
societies and in the medical Press, the question 
is asked: What justification is there for the 
belief of many of the older farmers that a goat 
running with a herd of cows protects them from 
abortion? The answers have been numerous, 

varied and unsatisfying. Scientific workers have 
generis looked for an immunological explana- 
tion. It has been supposed that Brucella meli- 
fensis, which causes natural infection in the goat, 
is able to immunise cows against Brucella 
abortus, which the’ organism chiefly 
respvnsible for contagious abortion. Though 
ingenious and superficially attractive, this explan- 
ation will not hold water. In the first place goats 
in this country have never yet been found to 
be infected with Br. melitensis; and in the second 
place numerous observations have shown that 
Br. melitensis, so far from being harmless to 
cattle, often sets up in them aé very active 
infection, sometimes accompanied by abortion 
and by excretion of the organisms in the milk. 
An explanation of quite a different character has 
recently been put forward in the correspondence 
columns of the Times. It has been pointed out 
that certain weeds, such as ragwort, the autumnal 
hawkbit, and woody nightshade, which are 
poisonous to cows and are supposed at times to 
‘ause abortion, are non-poisonous to sheep and 
goats. It is suggested that these latter animals, 
whether from preference or from their habit of 
feeding in certain situations, eat up these plants 
before the cows can get at them. This explana- 
tion, even “f correct, can apply only to non- 
contagious abortion Ghick, so far as our present 
knowledge goes, constitutes but a small propor- 
tion of the total amount of abortion among cows 
in Great Britain. It follows that the protection 
afforded by the goat is likely to be local and 
sporadic father than widespread and frequent. 
For this reason it is unlikely to be observed by 
more than a relatively few farmers. Perhaps 


this is why so many of them disbelieve in it.” 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


A Note on a Tuberculous 


Udder 


F. H. ADDISON, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
H. M. SALUSBURY, M.r.c.v.s., D.V.H. 


SHEFFIELD 


The subject of this note was a= cross-bred 
dairy cow of Shorthorn type in good condition. 
She had calved her fourth or fifth calf and was 
giving in the region of five gallons of milk a 
day. 

She formed one of a herd of 25 city cows in 
which the incidence of tuberculosis has been 
high for years (27 cows have been taken under 
the Tuberculosis Order during the last nine 
years). 

Her clinical history is as follows :— 

Owing to the herd being implicated in a 
positive post-clinical herd sample the cow was 
examined (I. H. A.) at monthly intervals on 
four previous occasions and at each examina- 
tion she appeared normal. An individual sample 
of her milk had been returned as negative to 
the biological test. (Ttwo other cows with tuber- 
culous udders were detected and removed in the 
course of these visits.) 

At the fifth examination of the herd—a 
routine visit—a month after the negative bio- 
logical report, the udder of this cow on palpa- 
tion now showed a small area of induration 
near the base of the right hind quarter. It was 
by no means a typical tuberculous lesion, but 
having regard to the previous history of the 
cow, an individual sample of milk was taken 
from her. No sputum was obtainable and apart 
from the udder she appeared normal. The 
greater part of the milk sample was taken from 
the right hind quarter, but one squirt of milk 
from each of the other three teats was also 
included. 

On first microscopical examination the milk 
smear was suggestive of a recovered non- 
tuberculous mastitis, except for one very 
puzzling group of acid-fast organisms. The 
organisms resembled the (?) atypic al tubercle 
bacilli one often demonstrates in a tuberculous 
sputum. This slide was then shown to the other 
author M. 8.). 

A few acid-fast bacilli were present in two 
small clumps only in the slide. As compared on 
morphological characters with a typical tubercle 
bacillus, there were seen several different forms. 
Some were short, thick and curved, and showed 
no beading; others were longer and thinner 
with slight suggestions of beading, but none 
gave the true appearance of M. tuberculosis. No 
cell groups of the kind characteristic of tuber- 
culosis were present in the smear, although in 
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some fields a clumping of small, deeply stained 
cells was noticeable. 

The presence of acid-fast organisms in milk, 
apart from the tubercle bacillus, has frequently 


been noted and it has become a matter of in- 
terest to us to try and ascertain what relation- 
ship, if any, some of these have to tubercle. 


The present smear was a case in point and it 
was therefore decided to revisit the cow that 
afternoon and subject her to a most detailed 
clinical examination by both of us. 

The udder was palpated immediately prior to 
evening milking. The right hind quarter was 
larger than its fellow and harder, particularly 
on its posterior curvature. It felt) something 
like a tuberculous quarter. 

The udder was then milked out and palpation 
now revealed that the hardening of the posterior 
border of the right hind quarter had completely 
disappeared, but induration remained the 
region between the right hind quarter and right 
fore quarter, The induration, however, still 
appeared to be related solely to the right) hind 
quarter, The other three quarters appeared 
normal and the cow showed no other clinical 
signs of tuberculosis. 

Separate milk samples were now taken from 
each teat, using the milk at, as near as could 
be judged, the half-emptying of the udder, with, 
in addition, a sample of “ strippings * from the 
right hind quarter. Sterile bottles were used. 

Films were made in the normal way, stained 
by Ziehl-Neelsen, and examined microscopically 
with the following results :— 

Right hind quarter, mid-milk: No 
organisms detected, 

Right hind quarter, strippings: No acid-fast 
organisms detected, One small chain of strepto- 
cocci seen, 

Left hind quarter, 
organisms detected, 

Left fore quarter, mid-milk : Some groups of 
staphylococci and one small group of acid-fast 
organisms somewhat resembling tubercle. 

Right fore quarter, mid-milk: Many acid- fust 
organisms present, most of them clumped into 
two groups of 40 or more organisms; several 
isolated organisms in other fields. The majority 
did not resemble the tubercle bacillus, but care- 
ful observation did show an occasional typical 
organism. The clumping of the acid-fast bacilli 
was so marked that the pink spots of this 
concentration could easily be detected under the 
2/3 objective. 

After consideration of the evidence now 
before us it was decided that, notwithstanding 
the form and possible nature of the majority of 
the acid-fast organisms found, nevertheless true 
tubercle bacilli were present in the sample from 
the right fore quarter. 

The animal was taken under the Tuberculosis 
Order at a valuation of £22. 


acid-fast 


mid-milk: No neid-fast 
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She was brought in for slaughter to the 
isolation block at the abattoir and as the owne: 
had been persuaded to attend the post-mortem 
examination and was unable to be present until 
the following day, opportunity was taken for 
further observation. 

Repeated examination of milk samples gave 
the same findings. Auscultation of the chest 
failed to discover any abnormal sounds. The 
cow Was seen to cough occasionally and exami- 
nation of three samples of sputum obtained 
from the previously cleaned concrete walls of 
her pen showed in two of the samples organisms 
resembling typical tubercle. The third sample 
showed a very scanty cell concentration, and no 
acid-fast organisms were found—it prob- 
ably nasal secretion. 

The animal was slaughtered and the post- 
mortem examination revealed tuberculosis pre- 
sent as under :— 

Head: Lett retropharyngeal 
early caseation, 

Lungs: Extensive “ pustular” lesions in right 
and left main lobes, caseation in bronchial and 
mediastinal lymph glands. 

Pleura: Slight “seum” on 
visceral surfaces, 


Ivinph gland, 


parietal and 


Liver: Hepatic gland. Several pin-head-sized 
lesions in the substance and on the capsule. 

Mesenteric: Lymph Glands: Early and. late 
caseous lesions all along the chain, varying in 
size from that of a pea to that of a small 
orange. 


Udder: Some change in colour and slight 


induration of a small area between the right 
hind and right fore quarters 
No macroscopic lesions of tubercle were 


detected in the supramamimary lymphatic glands 
or in any of the carease lymph glands, nor in 
the spleen, kidneys, uterus or ovaries, There 
Was no evidence of any other co-existing disease. 


SUMMARY AND OBSERVATIONS 


An “individual cow” milk sample had been 
returned as negative to the biological test. 

A month after the report of the test) was 
received examination of the cow revealed an 
induration of the udder which appeared to be 
associated only with the right hind quarter. 
No other clinical signs of tuberculosis could be 
detected. Acid-fast bacilli of widely differing 
morphological characters were found in a 
ssunple of milk from the udder. 

Microscopical examinations of milk from the 
quarter with which the recent induration 
appeared to be associated failed to show, even 
after careful and repeated search, the presence 
of acid-fast organisms. Great nufnbers of 
clumped acid-fast bacilli were demonstrated in 
the milk from the right fore quarter, in which 
no abnormality could be detected on palpation. 
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A few acid-fast organisms in milk from the 
other fore quarter were also seen, 

It is evident that sampling of the suspected 

quarter alone would have occasioned no  par- 
tjeular suspicion in this case. The “ squirt from 
each of the other teats” taken in the original 
sample was doubtless the cause of the presence 
of the few atypical tuberele bacilli first) seen. 
The following up of this by individual examina- 
tion of the milk from each teat was the means 
of the quick elimination of a very dangerous 
cow, “ 
It is emphasised that because an individual 
sample of milk from a cow has been returned 
biologically “negative “ her milk is not to be 
regarded as above suspicion for an indefinite 
period of time. 

The presence in a milk sample of acid-fast 
organisms other than the typical tubercle 
bacillus is interesting and on oecasion may be 
suggestive. Failure to demonstrate acid-fast 
organisms in milk from a quarter which exhibits 
an induration of a mildly suggestive tuberculous 
type may be misleading to the microscopist, 
especially when the sample gives other 
suggestive indications, e.g. cell grouping. 

The easy microscopic demonstration of 
tubercle in milk from oan apparently normal 
quarter is noteworthy. 


SOIL EROSION IN THE UNITED STATES 


“A well-illustrated article by Mrs. E. Huxley 
on this topic in the Geographical Magazine, of 
September, reveals some striking facts regarding 
the devastation of natural resources by over- 
cultivation, especially in areas of poor soil and 
steep slopes. It is estimated that more than 
10 per cent. of the total land area of the United 
States has lost more than three-quarters of its 
top-soil and that a further 30 per cent. can be 
regarded as moderately eroded, In the 
Mississippi valley alone, 400,000,000 tons of good 
rich top-soil are swept annually into the Gulf 
of Mexico, and in that area 25 per cent. of the 
cultivated land has been stripped down to the 
subsoil and rendered useless for cultivation. <A 
reduced yield of crops is the first sign of soil 
erosion, and this is generally countered by the 
use of fertilisers, which are, however, only a 
temporary remedy. A change in agricultural 
practice is required, and this is being carried out 
in some areas. Terracing, strip cropping, 
embankments along contours and other devices 
are being used, but most important of all is 
the reversal from one-crop cultivation to crop 
rotation and mixed farming. This, of course, 
will reduce the output of cash crops and mean 
a greater production of livestock products. The 
tendency will be to put American agricuiture 
on a basis of home food production rather than 
intensive export production.” Nature, October 
16th, 1937, 
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ABSTRACTS 


| Principles of the Combating of Tuberculosis in 

Denmark, Pium, N. (1937.) Vet. J. 93. 8. 

277-285. } 

The economic loss caused by tuberculosis in 
cattle in Denmark is estimated to be approxi- 
mately £2,500,000 yearly. A sum which varies 
from year to year and which is somewhat 
less than a quarter of a million pounds, is 
granted annually by the Government in respect 
of free tuberculin, veterinary surgeons’ 
expenses, and compensation to owners for 
animals destroyed as suffering from tuber- 
culosis. The combating of tuberculosis is carried 
out chiefly by voluntary enterprise, with certain 
measures prescribed by law to prevent the 
spread of the disease and to provide for destrue- 
tion of animals suffering from certain forms of 
tuberculosis, such as persistent coughing and 
marked emaciation, tuberculosis of the udder 
and uterine tuberculosis. The latter form, ve.. 
tuberculosis of the uterus, was included for 
compulsory slaughtering in 128. The author 
considers this the most dangerous form of open 
tuberculosis so far as transmission of infection 
is concerned. Two other compulsory measures 
passed with the view to prevent the spread of 
tuberculosis are: (1) The pasteurizing of all 
milk and butter-milk leaving the dairies; (2) 
restriction placed on oWners of cattle and swine, 
preventing them from exposing any animal sus- 
pect of tuberculosis for sale by auction in a 
fair, or allowing such animals into commen 
pastures, strange stables stockyards for 
export, ete. In 1982 a voluntary enterprise was 
begun as a means of combating tuberculosis in 
eattle. An owner could have his stock 
tuberculin-tested free, provided he pledged him- 
self to isolate the sound animals in a satis- 
factory manner. He could, however, have his 
stock tested without pledging himself to further 
co-operation provided ,he paid half the veter- 
Wary surgeon's expenses, 

In dairy circuits and small islands where 90 
per cent. of all the stocks were found to be free 
from tuberculosis, provision was made for the 
free testing of the remaining animals, and the 
destruction of positive reactors with some 
compensation, Sound animals only were then 
allowed entry to such dairy cireuit or small 
island. 

More recently slaw was) passed called 
the * Act of Destruction.” This Act, which was 
originally intended to deal only with certain 
economic conditions, was later revised and 
connected with the eradication of tuberculosis, 
as a result of which a cattle owner may now 
have any or all of his stock destroyed with 
compensation provided he pledges himself to 
build up a sound herd instead, 
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The author mentions the various difficulties 
associated with the correct reading of the tuber- 
culin reaction. He warns the veterinary surgeon 
to keep in mind the fact that the tuberculin 
reaction is not specific, but a reaction to a 
group of acid-fast bacilli including the bovine, 
avian, human and also the paratubercle bacillus 
(Johne’s bacillus). 

In Denmark the regulations dealing with the 
tuberculin test would seem to be so carefully 
worded as to make it necessary to have the 
complete life history of an animal before 
estimating the value of a tuberculin reaction. 

With regard to the measurement of the 
swelling of the skin, two rules are adopted: 
(1) Tuberculous or suspected herd—a swelling 
measuring 3°5 mm.=positive reaction ; a swelling 
measuring between 1°5 mm. to 3°5=suspect and 
requires a retest with a combination of the 
ophthalmic and subcutaneous tests; (2) sound 
herd or herd in which avian tuberculosis or 
paratuberculosis is known to exist—animals 
reacting with 2°5 mm. are considered free, 
animals reacting with 3 mm, or more to be 
re-tested with both avian and bovine tuberculin: 
if the animal now gives a stronger reaction 
to the avian than to the bovine it is allowed 
to remain in the herd. No mention is made 
of infection with human tubercle bacilli but 
the regulation refers all doubtful cases to the 
Veterinary Directorate. 

Certificates relating to tuberculin tests are 
made out on forms issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Two kinds of certificates are used. 
One is called “ Certificate of Tuberculin Test.” 
Under the existing regulations in Denmark it 
is difficult to understand the purpose of this 
certificate. The second certificate is called 
“ Certificate of Passed Tuberculin Test for Use 
in Sale of Animals from Tuberculosis-free 
Stocks.” This certificate holds good for one 
month after the test. The animal to which 
it refers must be led directly from the seller 
to the buyer, otherwise the certificate is con- 
sidered worthless, 

In Denmark about one million tuberculin tests 
are carried out on cattle annually. 

P. E. M. 


| Paratuberculous Enteritis in Sheep. Howarrn, 

J. A. (1937.) Cornell Vet. 2%. 3. 223-234.] 

This paper by Howarth, produced posthum- 
ously, records the existence of Johne’s disease in 
sheep in an area of 20 square miles in central 
California. 

The clinical symptoms described are general 
emaciation, unthriftiness, intermittent diarrhoea, 
tucked-up abdomen, weakness and a progressive 
loss of weight. Diarrhoea is not a constant 
feature and may not be present even in advanced 
stages of the disease. Complete recovery may 
occur. Examination of faeces for diagnostic 


purposes has been found to be of little valu: 
unless diarrhoea is present. 

Gross post-mortem features are emaciation. 
ascites, serous infiltration of the subcutaneous 
tissues especially in the maxillary, prescapular 
and prefemoral regions, and oedema of the 
tunica serosa of the gut wall, particularly in 
the terminal part of the small intestine, the 
caecum and the first part of the colon. [This is 
contradicted in the summary.] Unlike Johne's 
disease in cattle, corrugation and irregular folds 
of the affected mucous membrane are not always 
present. The mesenteric lymph glands are 
greatly enlarged, greyish pink in colour and 
succulent, showing on section small white areas. 

The histological appearances are essentially 
the same as in cattle. The mucous membrane 
may show’ characteristic destruction and 
exfoliation of the surface epithelium suggestive 
of an initial step in necrosis and caseation, 
although true necrosis or caseation has never 
been observed, Acid-fast organisms are 
numerous in the mucosa and submucosa but 
have never been seen on the surface epithelium. 
Extensive lesions are found in the cortex and 
medulla of the mesenteric glands, 

The causal organism is described as Mycobac- 
terium paratuberculosis var. ovis. It is an acid- 
and alcohol-fast rod-like organism 
which has been found to be more difficult to 
cultivate than the bovine variety. Best results 
were obtained with a modification of Dorset’s 
egg medium containing 1 per cent. bovine tuber- 
culin and with Twort’s medium for Johne’s 
bacillus. Artificial transmission of the disease 
to sheep and cattle by repeated drenching with 
varying amounts of a saline suspension of 
intestinal scrapings from naturally infected 
sheep was successful, but the disease could not 
be transmitted to rabbits, guinea-pigs or 
chickens. 

Avian tuberculin was found to be more 
efficacious than johnin in detecting affected 
animals when used by both the intradermal and 
intravenous methods, 

a. 
[Bovine Mastitis. I.—The Significance of the 

Dose Factor in the Production of Experi- 

mental Mastitis. Lirr_e, R. B. (1937.) Cornell 

Vet. 2%. 3. 297. 


Il.—The Production of Mastitis by the 
Suction of Streptococci into the Duct of the 
Teat. Ibid. 309.] 


I.—The author present the results of inoculat- 
ing varying numbers of typical mastitis 
streptococci into the udders of first-calf heifers. 
The organisms were introduced into the teat 
duct by means of a finely-drawn glass rod which 
had been dipped into a liquid culture. It was 
fqund that when a small amount of either pure 
culture or of a 10-! dilution was introduced 
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into the canal, mastitis developed in twelve 
quarters of five heifers after a single inocula- 
tion. <A 10-? dilution (approximately 6,000 
organisms) caused mastitis in six quarters after 
one inoculation and in three quarters after two: 
in one quarter the disease was established only 
after four inoculations. It was found that when 
the smallest inoculation was used (containing 
about 500 streptococci), 37 inoculations were 
required to induce infection in seven out of 
nine quarters, while two remained uninfected 
after eight and nine inoculations respectively. 

II.—Experiments designed to set up strepto- 
ecocecus mastitis by applying broth or milk culture 
to the teats are described. During repeated 
exposures, when a culture was either rubbed 
ever the meatus of the teat of two first-calf 
heifers or applied by means of rubber bags, 
streptococci were never detected in the secretion 
from any quarter. When the teats were 
inserted in culture and “ the pressure released ” 
(presumably by squeezing the teat and then 
releasing the pressure, with the object of suck- 
ing a small quantity of culture into the canal), 
mastitis was manifested in five quarters. Ina 
second experiment which included two six 
year old cows and one heifer, it was found 
that mastitis could be more successfully pro- 
duced in the older cows. A total of 14 exposures 
by the “ suction method ” was required to infect 
seven quarters whereas infection was only 
recognised in one quarter of the heifer after 
the teats had been exposed on 45 different 
occasions. The author states that the resistance 
of heifers to infection is probably related to the 
intact duct and sphincter of the teats. 

S. J. E. 


* * * 


| Biochemical and Serological Characteristics of 

Sireptococci of Bovine Origin. PLastrivce, 

W.N., and Har se 8. E. (1937.) J. Inf. Dis. 

61. 110.) 

A report of the comparison of serological and 
biochemical methods of classifying weakly 
haemolytie streptococci of bovine origin. Of 92 
strains classed as Strep. agalactiae (i.e., an 
udder pathogen) according to biochemical and 
clinical evidence, all gave specific precipitin 
reactions with Strep. agalactiae antiserum, and 
91 of these were associated with definite 
mastitis. A further 30 strains gave siliilar 
biochemical reactions but failed to give specific 
reactions with the above antisera; of these 17 
were associated with mild cases of mastitis. 
None of 19 strains having different biochemical 
reactions gave specific precipitin reactions with 
the above antiserum. 

The foregoing report confirms the view held 
in this country, that serological methods offer 
the best way of typing mastitis streptococci. 
Biochemical methods though not absolutely 
reliable are suitable for general use when 
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reliable clinical evidence is available. [It is 
necessary to be able to type streptococci with 
accuracy in order to be able to determine 
whether a culture isolated from an apparently 
healthy cow is a potentially pathogenic variety 
or not. It may also be of value to know 
whether there is a mixed infection in a herd, 
though in the case of streptococci this is not 
commonly the case. Finally, knowledge of the 
type of infection may influence the method of 
control in the herd and the prognosis given. } 
K. J. P. 


[“* Caneer in Domestie Animals.” (Trans. title.) 
DOBBERSTEIN, J. (1987.) Berl. tierdrstl. Wschr. 
7. 100-102. Two text figs. ] 

The author deals with spontaneous cancer 
of domestic animals which he compares with 
that of man. He states that cancer in domestic 
animals closely resembles the same condition 
in man, both in macroscopic and histological 
appearances, and also as regards the mode of 
spread. This similarity from the biological 
point of view, in his opinion justifies the 
application to man of investigations made in 
cancer of other animals. 

As in man, age plays an important part in 
the onset of cancer, that is, there is also in 
other animals an age susceptibility to the 
disease. Carcinoma is observed with more 
absolute frequency in long-lived animals (horse, 
ox and dog), than in the shorter lived (swine 
and sheep). Exact statistics of this fact are 
difficult to obtain, however, especially in old 
animals, owing to the difficulties in estimating 
age on the basis of purely anatomical characters 
such as wear of teeth. 

Study of literature giving reliable data has 
revealed that in horses, cattle and dogs, cancer 
is especially liable to occur at an advanced 
age. Carcinoma appears to be less frequent in 
domestic animals than in man and to be com- 
moner in carnivorous tanimals than in horses 
and cattle. 

Regarding the incidence in the two sexes, 
a useful statement cannot be made owing to the 
upset in the normal sex ratio resulting from 
domestication. In cattle, tumours occur more 
frequently in the female than in the male. 
Material gathered and examined by Dobberstein 
gave a ratio for cancer incidence in cattle, 
male: female = 1:5 and in dogs the ratio was 
2:3. The greater incidence in bitches he 
attributes to the frequency of mammary 
tumours. In the case of horses, carcinomata 
were found in 18 stallions, 108 geldings and 90 
inares, a ratio of 1:6:5. Strangely enough, 
material from pit ponies of Paris showed cancer 
to be most frequent in stallions (1°55 per cent.), 
next in mares (0°43 per cent.) and in only 
0°26 per cent, of castrates, 
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The paper then continues with a consideration 
of the primary situation of carcinoma in horses, 
cattle and dogs and the relative frequency with 
which the different organs are affected. These 
statistics are tabulated and compared with those 
for man, 


RELATIVE FREQUENCY OF PRIMARY CARCINOMA IN 
THE ORGANS 


Man Horse Ox Dog 
Bile duct... — — 
Buceal cavity... —- 396 149 230 
Eyes — 16°85 1°48 
Female genitalia — — 
Ovary 7711 O49 
Uterus — 10°11 
Vulva, vagina, 
clitoris 488 861 0°66 
Intestine 2°54 O49 
Kidney 14 711 1:13 
Liver 16 BG 4-98 
Lungs 48 416 $590 411 
Nasul cavity and 
sinuses... — 17°36 49 
Oerophagux — - — 
vancreas 33 O88 
Penis — 166 1°48 
Skin — TOO 86°62 
Suprarenal 109 5°24 
Testes — 254 O75 2°46 
Thyroid gland 1:09 — 18°88 
Urinary bladder... 12 88 — 118 


Attention is drawn to the high figure given 
for carcinoma of the mammary glands of the 
bitch. This is probably excessive owing to the 
inclusion of a number of benign mammary 
tumours. 

In contrast to man, the complete unimport- 
ance of cancer of the digestive tract is 
noteworthy. Cancer of the tongue, oesophagus, 
stomach and intestine is of little consequence 
in the domestic animals. The high figure given 
for gastric cancer in horses relates to cornified 
tumours of the cardia, a condition which is 
especially extensive in horses. Cancer of the 
stomach in cattle almost without exception 
involves the proventriculi so that true com- 
parison with gastric cancer in man cannot be 
made, Real glandular cancer of the stomach 
is very seldem found in domestic animals. 

The low frequeney of cancer of the uterus 
and mamma in domestic animals is striking. 
The rabbit is an exception, as in it, the uterus 
is hore commonly affected than any other organ, 
Cancer of the uterus in the larger animals is 
peculiar in that it affects the body of the organ 
much more than the cervix, Wrong diagnosis 
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probably accounts for the high percentage of 
cases of uterine carcinoma in cattle. The 
condition has seldom been dingnosed since 1900, 
though previous to that it was frequently 
reported, 

The incidence of mammary carcinoma in 
domestic animals is low in comparison with the 
human. When the statement is made in the 
literature that mammary cancer is as common 
in domestic animals as in man, there have 
probably been errors in diagnosis, As a matter 
of fact, new epithelial formations are very com- 
mon in the mammary glands of old bitches, 
but these seldom exhibit the attributes of 
carcinomata and correspond more in structure 
and behaviour to either pure adenomata or to 
the mixed tumours of the salivary glands of 
man. As a rule they form no metastases. 

In sharp contrast to man is the relatively 
high incidence of carcinoma of the penis and 
hasal sinuses in horses, and of the skin and 
thyroid gland in the dog. In cattle, the skin 
and conjunctiva are most frequently affected, 
while in both cattle and dogs cancer of the 
liver is remarkably common. 

There seems to be no satisfactory explanation 
to account for the variations with which cancer 
affects the various organs in different animals. 
but it appears that each animal species has a 
particular weak spot in its organisation from 
which, as a result of the action of stimuli 
unknown to us, carcinoma can develop most 
quickly, This fact may be of prime importance 
in the experimental production of tumours, 
Where in studying cancer of a given organ, the 
most suitable species of animal to choose for 
the investigation would be that which is 
naturally liable to develop cancer in that organ. 

J. W. W. 


CATTLE TY PES OF AFRICA 


“ Little has been attempted by Europeans in 
the way of improving the cattle of Africa by 
selection within native breeds,” states Nature 
(September 25th), adding that the practice is to 
intergrade with European breeds. “ H. H. Curson 
and RK. W. Thornton, realising the potentialities 
of the native cattle, have laid a foundation for 
further investigations by outlining the cattle 
types of Africa and their ie ayes distribu- 
tion (Onderstepoort J. Vet. Sci. Anim, Ind. 7. 
613. 1936.). Probably all he breeds, except the 
Hamitic longhorn of Egypt, came originally from 
Asia, and all reached their destination through 
north-east Africa except the shorthorned zebu 
which was introduced along the east coast, north 
of the Zambezi River. Three parent stocks are 
involved—-Hamitic longhorn, brachyceros and 
lateral-horned zebu; and from these three other 
types have been derived—-short-horned  zebu, 
sanga, and lyre-horned zebu. In West Africa 
there are possibly two other types derived from 
admixture of brachyceros and Hamitic longhorn 
in one case and in the other from br achyceros 
and thoracic-humped zebu. The paper is illus- 
trated by perhaps the most complete set of 
photographs of African cattle breeds vet 
published,” 
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REVIEW 


|The Metabolism of Living Tissues. By 

Eric HotmMes. Cambridge University Press. 

Ts. 6d. net.] 

There is still a tendency in the teaching of 
physiology and biochemistry to make little 
or no reference to the metabolism of living 
tissues, to omit discussion of the many enzymic 
systems known to be of importance in this 
inetabolism, and to leave undeveloped a full 
appreciation of the importance of these tissues 
in the life of the organism as a whole, Enzymic 
studies for the undergraduate are still all too 
frequently restricted to lectures experi- 
ments on the digestive enzymes and_ the 
degradation of foodstuffs in the alimentary 
tract. In the past the continuance of the almost 
classical form of teaching has been to some 
extent pardonable because the work of tissue 
metabolism is of comparatively recent growth 
und its description has been seattered in a 
variety of different scientific journals. Dr. 
Holmes has now reviewed this work and pub- 
lished it in a readable form in this volume. 
Qn the whole the review is done well but in 
certain of the chapters, e.g.. that on muscle, 
the author has endeavoured to cover such an 
extensive field in a relatively small space that, 
almost inevitably, portions of the book are of 
ar less value to the novice than to those who 
have already a certain familiarity with the 
matters discussed. This is a pity, as the need 
for a book such as this one, to be used in 
conjunction with the present-day text-books of 
physiology, is great. No doubt the work is 
entirely satisfactory for the type of student who 
takes biochemistry for Part I of the Natural 
Sciences Tripos at Cambridge, but with a little 
adjustment and extension it would have been 
admirably suited for study by all medical and 
veterinary students. spite of this draw- 
back, however, the book is a pioneer work and 
will undoubtedly be of great service to students. 
Not the least of the services the book will 
render to the present-day medical sciences is the 
fact that it will enable the student to look at 
many of his physiological problems from = an 
entirely new angle and an angle which cannot 
fail to be of service in his later work. 

On the whole the text is accurate and but 
few misprints, as, e.g... in the formula for 
glutathione on page 46, have slipped through. 
The frank admission of the difficulty of 
segregating vitamins from hormones and these 
from certain essential inorganic elements is 
refreshing. The admission of this difliculty 
might even have been extended to include = co- 
enzymes and enzymes themselves, now that it 
is generally agreed that the activity of all 
enzymes is not destroyed by boiling. (This 
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REPORTS 


The Hannah Dairy 


Research Institute 


REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
MARCH 31st, 1937 

This is the eighth annual report and it would 
appear that the Institute is still doing valuable 
work in connection with the dairying industry. 

Of particular interest to the dairy farmer 
and the veterinary profession is the work being 
done in’ connection with the eradication of 
diseases of cattle. The eradication of tubercu- 
losis from dairy herds in a selected area in 
Ayrshire was undertaken with a considerable 
amount of success. The final report upon this 
subject was published in May, 1986; the work 
is now in abeyance. Out of 380° herds included 
in the original scheme 24 are now free from 
infection. The influence of the scheme has 
extended beyond the area and out of 192 herds 
Within a five-mile radius of the centre of the 
aurea 64 are now free from infection. Efforts 
are now being made to eradicate contagious 
abortion and mastitis from the dairy herds on 
selected farms, 

An important investigation was undertaken 
to ascertain the protein requirements of milking 
cows and it was found that the accepted stan- 
dard of protein feeding could be reduced by 
one-quarter, provided a proper choice of feeding- 
stuffs was made; also that home-produced foods 
—such as blood meal, fresh, dried or ensiled 
grass and bean meal—are of a higher nutritive 
value than imported concentrates. 

A series of experiments was carried out. to 
ascertain the relative values of raw and 
pasteurized milk for calves. The results showed 
no significant difference until post-mortem ex- 
aminations of the calves were made; then it was 
found that, of the 36 which were fed raw milk, 
23 showed gross tuberculous lesions. During 


view is not accepted by the author, who states 
that enzymes are destroyed by “boiling. This 
statement should have been modified by pointing 
out that although this is generally true the 
action of heat upon enzymes varies considerably 
with the nature of the medium in which they 
are heated.) 

The book can be recommended to those of our 
readers who are truly interested in body func- 
tions and of those of individual organs and 
tissues. It is not improbable that on the basis 
of this comparatively new knowledge = of 
metabolism much pathological work will arise. 
It is regrettable that no original references are 
given. 
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the investigation 19 calves died from “ inter- 
current infections in the pasteurized 
group and 14 in the raw-milk-fed group. The 
milks fed were subjected to biological examina- 
tion for tubercle bacilli and of 47 samples of 
the mixed raw milk fed 33 showed the presence 
of viable tubercle bacilli. After pasteurization 
the same milks failed to reveal a single positive 
sample. 

Investigations are also being made into the 
biochemistry of milk secretion and the produc- 
tion of artificially dried grass. 

Under the heading of Technical Research 
the report gives an account of, among other 
activities, work on canned milk and cream, 
evaporated milk and milk powders. The price 
realised by producers for milk manufactured 
into these products is considerably higher than 
that realised for milk manufactured into butter 
and cheese. 

The report concludes with a statement upon 
the financial position of the Institute and an 
appeal for funds to carry on this work. 

There is a list of publications issued by the 
Institute, many of which are of interest to 


veterinarians. 
W. L. L. 


Tanganyika Territory 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERINARY SCIENCE AND ANIMAL 
HUSBANDRY FOR 1936 


In his introduction the Director discusses the 
format of his annual reports and troubles to 
explain the reasons for including in these 
articles on research conducted by his staff each 
year. It appears he has been unfavourably 
criticised for this practice but it seem to us 
that such a practice is worthy of the greatest 
possible encouragement if for no other reason 
than that it ensures the publication of work 
which might never come to light. Indeed, it 
is lamentable that much valuable information is 
withheld from publication by the prevailing 
practice in some countries of adhering to a 
set formality of recording routine departmental 
activities only in their annual reports. 

This report of 55 pages is divided into five 
sections dealing with administration, disease- 
control, laboratory work, animal industry and 
animal husbandry research respectively. 

A noteworthy feature of the administration 
section is a reference to a scheme of education 
and reorganisation of the native staff with the 
purpose of forming a team of competent native 
assistants. In countries of the dimensions of 
Tanganyika in which routine veterinary duties 
exceed the possibility of adequate attention by 
the European staff available it is highly 
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desirable that an efficient and reliable natiy. 
personnel should be at hand to undertake some 
of these. 

The chief concern of the disease-contro: 
section has been rinderpest. The gradual spread 
of the disease towards the southern frontier 
caused some concern to the adjoining Govern 
ments of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
but no energy was spared by the veterinary 
field staff of Tanganyika to limit its progress. 
Some 50,000 animals were actively immunised 
in the campaign. The migration of infected 
game, however, had proved a great menace to 
the success of the department’s efforts. There 
is little doubt that a more comprehensive view 
of the potential dangers, particularly the 
economic significance of rinderpest, by the 
various Governments in Africa is long overdue. 
It has been stressed time and again that the 
present policy of isolated effort in some terri- 
tories is causing no material improvement in 
the general position and may well lead to a 
widespread conflagration of the disease in that 
continent, 

The position in regard to the other major 
infectious d:seases showed little change on 
previous years. Trypanosomiasis, East Coast 
fever and pleuro-pneumonia of cattle present 
big problems for the future. Until such time as 
rinderpest is suppressed and more adequate 
facilities are made available, little can be done 
with these. Several other diseases of less 
importance are dealt with also. 

In the laboratory report items of interest 
include: (1) The fatal effect of tartar emetic 
on cattle undergoing immunisation to rinder- 
pest; (2) the infectivity of cattle from the 
third day after sero-virus inoculation for 
rinderpest; (3) the unsatisfactory results 
obtained in an experiment to attenuate rinder- 
pest virus by passage through goats; (4) an 
improvement in technique for hyperimmunising 
cattle in the preparation of anti-rinderpest 
serum and in the methods of preserving this 
serum. 

The section dealing with animal industry is 
best summarised by the following extract taken 
from it: “* My department continues its difficult 
and somewhat thankless task of endeavouring 
to promote better distribution of mature stock 
and better utilisation of livestock products. 
while its attitude towards European livestock 
interests is the same as that of the correspond- 
ing department of any progressive country.” It 
deals with manuring of soil, conservation of 
winter feed, provision of more milk, castration 
of undesirable bulls, hides and skins trade. 
butter and ghee manufacture, animal transport 
and demonstration farms. 

The final section is devoted to animal 
husbandry research and contains four interest- 
ing articles by the department’s chemist on 
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Victoria Veterinary 


Benevolent Fund 
MEETING OF COUNCIL 

A meeting of the Council of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund was held at 10, 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Wednesday, 
October 6th, 1937, when the following members 
were present: Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank 
(President, in the chair), Major F. L. Gooch, 
Messrs. G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, J. W. 
McIntosh, Mrs. M. Nickinson, Lieut.-Colonel 
P. J. Simpson, Messrs. J. Willett, W. Woods 

and Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 
The minutes of the previous meeting held 


on June 24th, 1937, having been published, ° 


were taken as read and signed as correct. 
Apologies for absence were received from 
Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, Mr. Arnold Spicer, 
Major C. W. Townsend, Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge and Mr. W. Jackson Young. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 
The Secretary submitted the following report 
which was duly approved, 
New and increased subscriptions 


s. d 
Officers’ Association (addi- 
tional) 16 0 
K. A, Mackinno 10 6 
R. J. Power... 10 6 
£2 76 
Donations 
Eastern Counties Shipley Bowls 
Miss Edith Everard, dec’d, Legacy 
(on a/c) 40 10 0 
J. MecAllan 10 6 
A. Mackenzie = 1 10 
Mrs. A. McLean ... 110 
N.V.M.A. Motor Insurance Commission 
(Proportion) 7 13 0 
Mrs. M. Pinches (per Col. Simpson) 220 


Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Alumnus Association 4 8 0 
Royal Veterinary College, Students 


Union Society § 580 
Captain T. Thomson... 110 
Colonel T. D. Young... 10 6 

£125 14 7 


the chemical changes of the blood of cattle 
in various parts of the Territory and the 
relation these bear to geological and other 
factors which influence foodstuffs. 

The report is excellently compiled and reveals 
an arduous year’s work carried out by an 
enthusiastic staff under trying circumstances. 

W. K. 
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The Secretary was instructed to express the 
cordial thanks of the Council to the respective 
donors. 

CASES 


185. Daughter of member, aged 638. Grant 
10s, per week. The Secretary submitted corre- 
spondence with this lady from which _ it 
appeared that she was too ill to Keep on a 
boarding house which she has been running and 
must find suitable lodgings. The grant was 
increased to £1 per week, 

204a. Widow, aged 44. One son, aged eleven, 
at school. The Executive Committee reported 
that they had made a provisional grant of £12 
towards the grammar school fees of this boy 
and the action of the committee was approved. 

205. Widow. One son, aged 19, veterinary 
student, in his fourth year: grant is applied 
for to help with maintenance and College fees. 
A report was received from the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society that the Council had made a grant to 
cover the College fees, books and expenses, and 
it was resolved, “ That a grant not exceeding 
£52 be made for the year, the manner of its 
distribution to be left to the Executive 
Committee.” 

206. Widow, aged 45. Grant desired towards 
daughter's education, The application was not 
acceded to, 

179. Member, aged S82, ill and in hospital. 
The case was left in the hands of the Executive 
Committee. 

Warwick Fowle Fund.—The Secretary 
reported that the recipient of the income from 
this Fund had died on July 21st, 1937, and 
that the income would now fall into the General 
Fund, 

Hunting Memorial Fund,.— The Secretary 
reported that one of the two recipients of the 
interest from this Fund had died in June, 
1937, and the whole of the income would now 
go to the survivor for his life. 

Investments.—The Treasurer was authorised 
to invest the amount standing in the Donations 
Account. 

Constitution.—The Secretary reported that 
Mrs. J. B. Buxton had been nominated to 
serve on the Council as representipg the Ladies’ 
Guild, 


Under the Livestock Industry Act which 
became law last July premises in Great Britain 
at which a livestock market was not lawfully 
held at some time during the year ended 
November 30th, 1936, may not be used as a 
livestock market without the approval of the 
Livestock Commission. Provision was made for 
certain exceptions and one concerned such class 
of sales as Ministers, after consultation with the 
Livestock Commission, might exempt by order. 
The Minister of Agriculture and the Secretary 
of State for Scotland have now made an order 
exempting sales held in connection with an 
agricultural show of livestock which have been 
exhibited at that show. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORTS 


Society of Veterinary 


Practitioners 
MEETING AT BOURNEMOUTH 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 
BIRMINGHAM 


The Bournemouth Meeting 

A meeting of the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners was held in St. Stephen's Hall, 
Bournemouth, on July 26th, 1937. 

The President, Sir Frederick Hobday. 
occupied the Chair and the following members 
signed the attendance book: Dr. Tom Hare, 
Messrs, J. C, Coleman, W. J. B. Robson, J. R. 
Barker, ID. Campbell, R. H. Smythe, O. V. 
Gunning, A. R. Smythe, H. S. Dunn, T. V. 
Bagshaw, L. S. Balls, W. J. B. Robson, A. A. 
Forsyth, W. R. MeKinna, R. Swaby, A. 
Jennings. (. Roberts, T. Bowett, T. R. Thomas. 
T. H. Jones, W. W. Lang, R. Hudson, A, H. 
Watson, Wilkinson, W. K. Townson. 
J. Martin, H. Greenfield, T. Wilson, P. 
Edwards (Hon. Treasurer), and A. B. Mattinson 
(Hon, Secretary), 

New Members.—vThe following gentlemen, 
having been duly proposed and seconded, were 
elected members of the Society: Captain P. 
Walker (Ministry of Agriculture), Captain 
Reynolds (Newmarket). G. C. Marginson 
( Whitestake, Preston), Marginson (White- 
stake, Preston), Captain G. Bloxsome 
(Southwick), A. Edwards (Llansant), 
Kernie (Stone), Majer R. Hancock 
(Beaconstield). and J. F. Hedley (Buekingham). 

Correspondence.—The Hon, Secretary read 
apologies from members unable to attend, 

A letter was also read from Mr. H. L. 
Roberts (Ipswich), resigning his membership 
on aceount of inability to attend the meetings. 
It was resolved to ask Mr. Roberts to 
reconsider his decision, 


DISCUSSION ON THE AGRICULTURE BILL 


The Presipent said that the Bill had now 
become law, but there was still much to be 
considered as to the working of it. If there 
were any points which members would like 
to ventilate, he felt sure that these would be 
considered by their own Council and then, if 
they thought fit. the decision of the Society 
would be passed on to the Council of the 
N.V.M. Association. 

Dr. T. Hare asked whether the Chairman 
could) say if any definite pledge had been 


*Received for publication October 18th, 1937. 
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received by the N.V.M.A, from the Minister. 
The Bill had passed its third reading and there 
were no provisions in it for the N.V.M.A. 
scheme, so far as incorporating the practitioner 
Was concerned. He was quite in the dark as 
to what pledge had been given, if any, to the 
Association by the Minister of Agriculture, that. 
when the Bill became law, the practitioner 
would be on the panel and he asked = for 
enlightenment on that point, = 

Captain J. R. Barker (Hereford) said he 
thought some enlightenment was due and, in so 
far as he could enlighten them on what took 
place last year in their negotiations with the 
Ministry, he would do so. With regard to the 
tuberculin test which would take place under 
the provisions of the Bill in respect of the 
eradication of tuberculosis, they were assured 
that practitioners would be engaged freely on 
that particular work. They had also negotiated 
With regard to payment for it. The fees that 
were arrived at were compromise and 
unfortunately the position was somewhat lost 
by the introduction of a lower scale of fees 
from Scotland than they were negotiating for. 
and they had to accept them, particularly with 
regard to the third twenty, between 40 and 60. 
for which they had stuck out for 2s. 6d. The 
position was lost because in part of Scotland 
they were receiving 2s. To his mind the Bill 
and what it provided for was too premature. 
Each farmer and poultry farmer should have 
secured to him a general practitioner and if 
there was money from the Government to sub- 
sidise anything, it should subsidise the appear- 
ance of a practitioner at the farm and not the 
appearance of a poultry research worker on a 
research committee in London. He suggested 
that the practitioners should work for the 
amendment of the Bill so that they would 
secure a panel system for all stock owners and 
farmers and that those people should have free- 
dom of choice of their own practitioners, Much 
stress was laid upon the expert. He thought 
that the expert should be called in) by the 
general practitioner in consultation, and not be 
brought in as an agricultural organiser or a 
poultry instructress behind the practitioner's 
back. The only solution he could see was that 
they should have a panel veterinary service 
Which was nothing to do with the civil service. 
By that means they would retain their 
independence and the farmer would have an 
independence of choice. There was no necessity 
to deprive anyone of that freedom of choice 
which was so ingrained in English law. If the 
Bill in any way imposed on that freedom then 
it was a very bad Bill indeed. 

Referring to the eradication of poultry 
diseases, Captain Barker said that to this object 
it was proposed to devote about £20,000 in 
two years. The scheme included the inspection 
and examination of poultry free of charge, Whe 
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was to perform that service?’ There was a 
case Where the practitioner was quite capable 
of doing the preliminary work. If a laboratory 
Was necessary the practitioner could send cases 
to it. If. for instance, one laboratory had 20 
practitioners sending specimens to it, the staff 
would be kept quite busy getting through the 
work and getting out the reports to send back 
to the practitioners, The general practitioner 
was the man who should make contact, and the 
members of laboratory staffs and county staffs 
should not go on to the farm unless they went 
with the practitioner. If they made any amend- 
ments or suggestions they should deplore the 
lack of provision in the State Veterinary Service 
for a panel service for practitioners. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Captain CAMPBELL said that) although 
there was no mention of the employment of 
practitioners in the Bill, the debate in the House 
of Commons, the report of which was published 
recently, showed that it appeared to be = the 
intention of the Minister to employ part-time 
inspectors from among practitioners under the 
scheme. That was made perfectly clear during 
the debate. But he would like to draw their 
attention to the fact that nowhere was there 
any reference to the employment of practi- 
tioners who held no part-time appointments. 
There were a very large number of these and 
he thought the Society should take up that part 
of the case and push forward the claims of 
practitioners in general, not merely practitioners 
who were part-time inspectors. Another point 
Was that there were a number of laboratories 
which were not attac¢hed to any institution and 
where the work was carried on by men who 
could claim to be veterinary practitioners. He 
supported that claim: he thought they ought 
also. as a society, to take up the claims of 
those men who were as much practitioners as 
those engaged in the field of practice and who 
also might possibly be overlooked. ‘Those were 
two classes in the profession who, it seemed to 
him, were liable to be overlooked and they 
should do their best to ensure that they were 
not. (Applause. ) 


Mr. A. Watson (Bradford) was of 
opinion that not very much could be done in the 
matter at the present time until some details 
of the scheme were Known and brought for- 
ward. From conversations he had had with 
people in authority at the Ministry that morning 
they seemed to be just as much in the dark 
as members of the Society were. A Ministry 
ofticial’s advice to him that morning was to wait 
until the scheme came out. As soon as the 
scheme came out they could go for it “ hammer 
and tongs to secure their own rights. Until 


that time they had no line to go on: everything 
was “in the air” on both sides at the present 
time. 
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Dr. Tom Hare said he hoped that members 
of the profession would, before they left Bourne- 
mouth, instruct the N.V.M.A. as a corporate 
body and its leaders as individuals as to exactly 
what they wanted done. In his opinion it was 
not the least bit of use just waiting on events. 
Did they think that the Ministry of Agriculture, 
where the power was in the hands of non- 
veterinary people, were going to give’ the 
slightest consideration to the veterinary practi- 
tioners when their scheme had been passed 
through the House and the whole thing became 
law? They might have taken account of the 
scheme of the “ National” but equally they 
might not. As he saw the position the leaders 
of the veterinary profession must be able to 
negotiate. That did not mean that they were 
going with empty hands, tipping their forelocks 
and going round the back door. They had to 
go in as equals with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and tell them they could go so far with the 
profession and no further. They must adopt 
an attitude as negotiators but not allow the 
profession to be dictated to. Would they equip 
one of the profession to do that? It 
Was a challenge to them all. They would 
have to back him up. It was not a question 
of dividing practitioner and whole-time man; 
they must be a brotherhood in that. matter for 
their future as a profession was at stake. Unless 
they were prepared to make that position clear 
to those laymen in authority they would find 
themselves in the position of having to take 
What was given them. They must show a 
spirit of independence and get some guarantee 
that their liberty as private practitioners, that 
privilege of serving the individual stock-owner 
at his choice—as a confidential matter between 
the stock-owner the practitioner—was 
secured. He asked for a guarantee that the 
“ National ~ would be pressed to represent those 
views and for a lead from the chair as to what 
motion could be put forward and passed to 
strengthen their case when the N.V.M.A, came 
to consider the mdtter on the following 
Wednesday, in order that their livelihood and 
their future might be maintained. 

Mr. W. IX. Townson suggested that the com- 
mittee of the “ National.” who were in close 
touch with the Ministry in connéction with the 
proposed centralised service, should ask the 
Ministry to view cases, where county officers 
would suffer great hardship by the turnover to 
the centralised service, with sympathetic 
consideration, 

Captain BARKER said that at the last meeting 
of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee of the N.V.M.A. that point was not lost 
sight of and the delegates who were to wait 
upon the Minister were instructed to put it 
and, in addition, to suggest that whole-time 
staffs of county councils and part-time staffs 
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and practitioners who lost a portion of their 
incomes should be compensated. The point was 
stressed that there was an analogy in the treat- 
ment of Local Government Officers who lost 
their jobs under the recent Local Government 
Act. It was found, however, that the matter 
ought to have been raised earlier on the 
financial resolution which preceded the Bill, and 
he was afraid that they were now entirely at 
the mercy of the Minister as to what he would 
do in regard to that. 

Mr. D. CAMPBELL said when cases of hard- 
ship did occur it would be the duty of the 
N.V.M.A. to take them into consideration and 
he believed the Minister himself would also take 
them into serious consideration. It should be 
their policy to have as few cases of hardship as 
possible under the new scheme. It was _ not, 
however, hardship that they were looking for 
under the new scheme but that the profession 
should go on to greater strength than it had 
ever had before. That was their main object 
as a profession but they had to remember that 
a few cases of hardship must occur, and such 
cases should be considered and put before the 
Minister by the Society. To dwell too much 
on hardship was really a defeatist attitude 
which they must do their best to avoid: they 
must consider hardships would be a subsidiary 
factor to be dealt with as such. 

The Secretary (Major Mattinson) said he 
was not entirely in agreement with Mr. 
Campbell. It was not so much a question 
of considering individual hardships but a 
matter of equity. The principle had been 
accepted for rate collectors and in regard to 
many other cases and why should the veter- 
inary profession be an exception? It had been 
cut out by its omission from the finance resolu- 
tion when no opportunity was given of raising 
it. He did not think the position could be 
altered now except by a further resolution. 
This should definitely be provided for by 
another Act. They were not asking for it as 
a matter of charity but as a matter of justice. 
He agreed with a great deal of what Dr. Hare 
had said. He saw no resemblance in the Bill 
to a Utopia for the profession. The first portion 
of the Bill dealt with lime, basic slag, ete., for 
the land. The second clause said that the 
Minister should appoint a Land Fertility 
Committee. If it required a committee for that 
purpose it was much more’ imperatively 
necessary that a committee of experts represent- 
ing every part of the veterinary profession 
should be appointed to deal with Part IV. He 
thought that a committee representing the best 
elements of the profession could draw up a 
scheme well worth carrying out and it would 
be worth while putting that to the Minister 
through the proper’ channels. They should 
appoint a committee to express the views of the 
profession and let the Minister of Agriculture 
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know and realise the gigantic amount of the 
knowledge of the profession. Representations 
should be made to the Minister that no definite 
action should be taken until the profession as 
a whole had been fully consulted, so that when 
the scheme was actually adumbrated it might 
be for the advancement of the profession as a 
whole. 


Dr. T. Hare pointed out that the Chairman 
Was in an unexampled position of leadership 
in the profession and had a great deal of power, 
and he asked him what he thought they ought 
to do. 


The CHAIRMAN replied that what they wanted 
was a safe tenure of office. As far as one could 
read the Bill at present one did not feel safe. 
What he was afraid of was that they might 
leave it too late before doing anything. He 
thought they ought to formulate a_ resolution 
to go to the Council of the N.V.M.A. The 
previous deputation to the Minister apparently 
had not led to any great clearing of the air. 
He thought they ought to move very strongly 
just now. 


Mr. T. Witson (Nantwich) said he thought 
the Bill was intended to be one of the greatest 
benefits to the practitioners and to make for 
more uniformity in the profession. He knew 
a number of practitioners who had already had 
work to do which was done by an official 
before. So far as he could see, in the next 
three or four years a lot of work would come 
back to the practitioner which they would not 
have had but for the Bill. Personally he 
thought the Bill was going to be a godsend to 
the practitioners. 


Dr. Hare drew the attention of the meeting 
to the influential people and bodies who were 
persuaded to stand up for the interests of the 
manufacturers of artificial manures in regard 
to the supplies of basic slag and lime, ete.. 
under the Bill, and suggested that the veter- 
inary profession should take some similar 
action. They should go to the Minister as a 
powerful body representing a free profession 
and show that they were entitled to ask him to 
lay his cards on the table. He suggested that 
the National Association had been bluffed by 
the Minister who had told them to wait until 
the Bill became law. That was not good 
enough for him and he asked that Society to 
say the same. They were not asking for 
charity, they were asking for a square business 
deal. The point of view of the profession must 
be put to the Minister with force by men who 
could command authority. The profession must 
back their leaders through thick and thin with 
every material and moral support they ould. 
They must be prepared to go straight to 
Whitehall and say “ Our profession wants to 
know and we want to negotiate.” This was a 
testing point in the history of their profession. 
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Mr. J. C. COLEMAN (Swindon) said the delega- 
tion from the N.V.M.A. had done good work as 
far as they had gone, but he thought a further 
attempt should be made to work out a detailed 
scheme on the lines suggested. 

Captain BARKER said the situation at present 
was that the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was an executive committee to 
deal with emergencies and the Chairman of that 
committee was the President of the N.V.M.A. 
for the time being. These people were elected 
to that position by the members and if thought 
necessary anyone could be co-opted to that 
committee. He would not interfere with that 
arrangement. The fact that Mr. Campbell and 
Major Rabagliati accompanied the President on 
the delegation to the Minister was quite satis- 
factory. He suggested that those who thought 
that was not enough should try and get on the 
committee and put forward their views. 

Mr. CoLeMAN said that he would like to put 
forward, as a suggestion to the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, that Captain 
Barker be added to the delegation. 

Captain Barker: * T hope you will withdraw 
that.” 

The CHAIRMAN: “‘Has not the delegation 
already been to the Minister? What more can 


-we do?” (To Mr. Campbell) “ Are you at 


liberty to say what the result of that was?” 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied that as a member of 
the deputation he did not think he was entitled 
just at present to say anything much as to 
what transpired. He would feel that that 
would be a breach of confidence. 

The CHarRMAN: “ We all Know,” then, “ that 
there can be nothing very dreadful.” 

Colonel GREENFIELD (Camberley) said they 
all had great confidence in Mr. Campbell and 
surely he would be able to advise them whether 
they should take any further action or whether 
they should not. Another point was, could Mr. 
Campbell tell them whether it was proposed to 
set up a permanent committee to consider the 
needs of the profession as affected by the Bill 
as had been done in connection with another 
section of the Bill? 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that the suggestion that 
there should be a permanent committee of the 
N.V.M.A. to be in constant touch with the 
Minister during the passage and bringing into 
operation of the Bill was put forward as some- 
thing which was essential. There had been talk 
of such a committee. Just how far that talk 
was founded on any definite intention of the 
Minister he could not assure them. He thought 
that from the point of view of the profession 
it was absolutely necessary. There was no 
suggestion as to what the personnel of that 
committee would be, but it was suggested that 
it should be a small committee of the N.V.M.A. 
Presumably the President would be a member 
of the committee. He thought it would be a 
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wise thing for that Society to press for the 
formation of such a committee, 

Dr. Tom proposed the following 
resolution :— 

“That this meeting of the Veterinary 
Practitioners’ Society begs the Council of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association 
to press for the formation of a permanent 
committee to negotiate with the Minister of 
Agriculture during the implementing of the 
Agriculture Act, 1937.” 


He said that he did not think they could do 
more than ask the ** National * to press for the 
formation of that committee, and secondly, he 
would specially like the word * negotiate ” used. 
They must make it clear to the Minister that 
they felt themselves in a position to negotiate 
and not simply to be told what they had to do. 
On that point he hoped that Mr. Campbell would 
not take any remarks of his as being in the 
least a personal reflection. He wanted to do 
all he could to strengthen the leadership of 
the profession: he desired to move the profes- 
sion to give their leaders as much moral and 
material help as possible. There must be no 
suggestion of there being any division in their 
ranks. They must be “ blood brothers.” 

Colonel GREENFIELD said the resolution would 
not meet his point. The committee to which 
reference had been made in regard to another 
part of the Bill was actually a part of the 
Bill. The committee they were now suggesting 
would only deal with detail while the Bill was 
being ypuissed and while it was being carried 
out afterwards. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he took it that they would 
ask the National to appoint the committee 
and the Minister to recognise it. 

Dr. Hare suggested that the resolution 
should be as follows :— 

“ That this Society urges the Council of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association 
to form a permanent committee to negotiate 
with the Minister of Agriculture during the 
implementing of the Agriculture Act, 1937.” 


Captain BARKER seconded Dr, Hare's proposi- 
tion, Which was carried. 

Mr. EF. P. Epwarps (Hon, Treasurer), said 
that in view of the fact that they were all 
more or less in the dark, he was inclined to 
think that rather a pessimistic point of view 
had been taken by many of the speakers that 
day, and he believed that they had some 
pleasant surprises in front of them. Whatever 
Was going to happen in detail as the result of 
the Bill, he thought that the practitioner could 
look forward to being fully employed, but he 
thought that this Society should press forward 
as their first right, the claims of practitioners, 
as being the experienced and trained clinicians 
of the profession, to take that full place as 
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field offivers in the new service, which their 
experience and training so well fitted them to 
occupy. 

Since they were a Society of practitioners, it 
might be well at this time to state what their 
claims were and to make clear what, in their 
view, would be the effects upon the interests of 
agriculture, and of the profession, if they were 
not given full consideration and recognition, 


These claims should be stressed through this 
permanent committee, with the full support of 
the Council of the “ National,” the views of 
which they embodied fully. 


With this end in view, the following resolution 
had been framed :— 

“This Society is of opinion that, in any 
measures taken under the Agriculture Bill 
to control, prevent eradicate’ the 
diseases of four-footed animals and _ birds, 
it is in the best interests of agriculture 
and of the public health interests involved, 
that full provision should be made for the 
utilisation of the services of the general 
veterinary practitioners as the field officers, 
working with and under the supervision of 
such whole-time veterinary officers as are 
appointed by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

“This Society is further of opinion that 
without such full participation by the 
practitioners the efficiency and harmonious 
working of a Veterinary State Service cannot 
be ensured, that the general veterinary 
service required by farmers will be gravely 
impaired, and the veterinary profession as 
a whole adversely affected.” 

The resolution was seconded by Captain 
GUNNING and carried unanimously. 


A further resolution proposed by Mr. A. H. 
Watson and seconded by Captain GUNNING, 
“That as soon as anything definite is known 
about the scheme of the Agriculture Bill a 
meeting of the Council of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners be called,” was also 
earried. 

The meeting closed with a yote of thanks, 
proposed by the President, to Messrs. J. Smith 
and Nephew for the use of the hall for that 
meeting. 


Annual General Meeting 

The annual general meeting of the Society of 
General Practitioners was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Birmingham, on Saturday, September 
25th, 1937. In the unavoidable absence of the 
President (Sir Frederick Hobday), Mr. H. W. 
Steele-Bodger was voted to the chair. There 
were also present: Messrs. J. Robertson, senr. 
(Stourbridge), H. B. Hiles (Worcester), O. V. 
Gunning (Tutbury), W. L. Dwerryhouse ( Bridg- 
north), H. Llewellyn Jones (Denbigh), W. Jones 
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(Welshpool), L. C. Maguire (Stow-in-the-Wold), 
G. J. Furness (Alfreton), A. J. Moffat (Birming- 
ham), E. Marrison (Bakewell), J. C. DeVille 
(Uttoxeter), S. Jennings (Knowle), H. E. Powell 
(Coalville), T. B. Yarrow (Ludlow), T. 
Beaumont (Louth), J. J. Dunlop (Northamp- 
ton), A. J. James (Peterborough), E. P. 
Edwards (Mold) and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. 
A. B. Mattinson, Preston). 


Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Sir Frederick Hobday. Professor Dalling, 
Messrs. Donald Campbell, F. Chambers, Pro- 
fessor W. M. Miller, Professor W. M. Mitchell. 
Messrs. R. Wynne Williams, Leonard Balls. 
Hamilton Kirk. CC. Wentworth Elam, A. 
Mackenzie, J. Cane, Clement Elphick, J. B. Dier 
and J. W. Pritchard. 

RETIRING OFFICERS RE-ELECTED 

The first business on the agenda was the 
election of officers. 

The CHAIRMAN Said that it was not possible to 
hold the last annual meeting until much later 
than it should have been held. The consequence 
was that the present ofticers were installed less 
than five months ago. In the circumstances, he 
would suggest that they be re-elected, so that 
they might serve a full vear of office. Especially 
would he like to see Sir Frederick Hobday 
President for another year. 

This proposal, being seconded by Mr. GuNNING, 
was carried with enthusiasm. 

On the motion of Mr. GUNNING, seconded by 
Mr. HILes, the other retiring officers were there- 
upon re-elected en bloc, with the addition of the 
name of Mr. Llewellyn Jones to the list of Vice- 
Presidents. 


New Members.—The following new members 
of the Society were elected :-— 

Messrs. Douglas Blyth, Braintree, Essex ; 
L. J. Kelly, Worthing, Sussex; H. S. Head. 
New Romney, Kent (nominated by Sir F. 
Hobday); A. Kerr, Ellon, Aberdeenshire (nomi- 
nated by Mr. J. F. Taylor); D. B. Macmaster. 
Denbigh, North Wales (nominated by Mr. 
Llewellyn Jones); K. N. Scott, Reading (nomi- 
nated by Mr. W. L. Little); J. R. Rigby. 
Lytham, Lanes. (nominated by Mr. A. B. 
Mattinson); J. Barker, Nelson (nominated by 
Mr. A. H. Watson); J. M. Rorrison, Taniworth 
(nominated by Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger) ; J. 
Drummond, Aberfeldy, and R. H. Ewart, Edin- 
burgh (nominated by Mr. Gunning); P. W. I. 
Thornton, Dorchester (nominated by Mr. F. J. 
Thornton. 

Resignations.—The Hon. Secretary announced 
two resignations. They were those of Mr. J. H. 
Wynne, of Denbigh, and Mr. W. Collins, of 
Tenterden, Kent. Both were accepted with 
regret. 
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The CHAIRMAN: * The membership is now 467, 
and with a little personal effort I think it will 
reach over 500 before this session ends.” 

A Professional Matter.—The Hon. Secretary 
read a letter from Mr. A. Payne, of Woking. 
enclosing a letter he had received from a client. 
stating that a veterinary inspector had offered 
to undertake the tuberculin testing of his herd 
for £1. 

A number of questions were addressed to the 
Hon. Secretary, several members wanting to 
know further particulars. 

The Hon. SECRETARY said he was unable to 
answer them, as he knew no more than was 
contained in the letter from the client. He 
thought, however, that the matter should be the 
subject of investigation. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the letter be 
forwarded to the ** National” for the attention 
of the appropriate committee. Considerable dis- 
cussion followed, but the Chairman advised that 
it be hot reported at this stage to the R.C.V.S. 
as the matter was already being considered by 
the N.V.M.A. 

Mr. GUNNING seconded, the proposition that 
the letter be sent to the * National,” and this 
was agreed to. 

Fees for Testing.—The Hon. Secretary read 
a letter from Mr. F. Knight, Secretary of the 
N.V.AM.LA., enclosing a copy of the scale of fees 
to be paid to private practitioners for tuberculin 
testing under the Attested Herds Scheme, as 
laid down by the Ministry of Agriculture. The 
scale was published in the Veterinary Record of 
June Sth and also dealt with editorially. 

The CHuaikRMAN explained the negotiations with 
the Ministry, and said that the scale had been 
accepted by the * National” in the hope that it 
would stop the extraordinary undercutting that 
was being done by some practitioners. Under 
the scale, tuberculin was supplied free and 
mileage was allowed, with a minimum = of 
£1 11s. 6d... no matter how small the herd or 
how few the number of cows tested. 

Mr. GUNNING said the scale was satisfactory 
and called for no discussion. He moved that 
the Society give its approval. 

This was seconded by Mr. Hi-res and carried: 


Hon. TREASURER’S REPORT 


Mr. E. P. Epwarps presented his statement 
as Treasurer, duly audited. This showed the 
total receipts during the previous financial year 
were £186 17s. 9d. in subscriptions, plus 
£11 Is. 10d. in hand. <A debit balance of 
£68 5s. 6d. at the end of the previous year had 
been converted into credit balance of 
£40 1s. 10d. This, added Mr. Edwards, was 
satisfactory as far as it went, but he wished he 
could say it was, even in part, due to arrears 
of subscriptions, which now came to a consider- 
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able sum, having been paid. This was not so, 
and there would have been no debit balance at 
any time if all subscriptions were paid with 
reasonable promptness. Sessions 1934-35 and 
1935-836 were years of intense activity, with 
meetings held all over the country. He was 
sure all would agree that the expense involved 
Was money fruitfully and well spent in fighting 
in many ways the cause of general practice. 
and in opposing those provisions of the 
Gowland-Hopkins scheme which, if they had 
been carried out, meant disaster to it. He was 
glad to say that members were using the 
banker's order in increasing numbers and hoped 
many more would follow their example. A_re- 
serve fund should be built up so that, whatever 
the future held, the Society would be equipped 
to take its full part in safeguarding and up- 
holding the interests of practitioners. 

The balance-sheet was accepted, on the motion 
of Mr. Macutre, seconded by Mr. LLEWELYN 
JONES, and a vote of thanks accorded to Messrs. 
A. Mackenzie and T. Thomson, of Market 
Drayton, for again acting as auditors. 

In regard to the arrears of subscriptions, the 
Hon. SECRETARY stated that this matter was 
discussed at a meeting of the Council held the 
previous day. The Council suggested that a 
personal letter be sent by the President to 
members who were badly in arrears, reminding 
them of their obligations, and it was agreed 
that Sir Frederick Hobday be asked to make 
such a communication on behalf of the Society. 


Hon, SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The following report on the work of the 
Society during the 1936-837 session, printed and 
circulated over the name of the Hon. Secretary 
(Mr. A. B. Mattinson), was taken as read, 

Owing to unavoidable circumstances, — the 
report for Session 1935-36 was only issued in 
May last, and it therefere covered a large part 
of this Session’s work so that the events to be 
recorded since are comparatively few, though 
very important. 

As the Society has now entered upon its fifth 
year the opportunity is taken here lo recapitulate 
its aims and objects, to state the nature of its 
constitution and membership, and give a short 
résumé of the work accomplished, with an out- 
line of its hopes for the future. 

The Society was formed with a view to 
protecting the professional and economic status 
of veterinary practice, which appeared to be 
gravely menaced by the methods of administra- 
tion and exclusive development of the whole-time 
services of municipal and county authorities. 
Practitioners foresaw that, if their field of work 
was to be further restricted and they were not 
to be allowed to participate fully in the public 
services, they could not survive professionally 
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or economically, and the Society was, therefore, 
formed in September, 1933, and accepted as a 
Division of the N.V.M.A. 

The Society vigorously protested against any 
methods of administration of the public services 
which interfered with the complete freedom of 
all veterinary graduates to practise their profes- 
sion, and equal freedom to agriculturists to 
choose their veterinary advisers. It has always 
held and advocated the view that such interfer- 
ence can only be justified when proved to be 
necessary in the public interests, if these 
interests cannot be secured by any other means, 
and only then if administered by a Central State 
Service, financed by the Exchequer. 


VETERINARY INVESTIGATION OFFICERS 


Karly in 1934 the Society tabled a resolution 
to the Council of the N.V.M.A, requesting it to 
appoint special committee to consider the 
instructions governing the above service, with a 
view to their reform. Under the then existing 
régime the practitioners in certain areas com- 
plained that their work and prestige were being 
adversely affected owing to the’ Investigation 
Officers entering into cases quile independently 
of the practitioners concerned. On the other 
hand, the Investigation Officer himself was placed 
in an anomalous position which encouraged 
unprofessional procedure, and serious 
friction resulted, 

The outcome of the work of this committee, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
was so to alter the rules of this Service that 
the Investigation Officer can now only enter into 
his cases through, and in co-operation with, the 
practitioner concerned. 

The Society considers that the new rules 
framed have been of great mutual benefit, and 
strongly urges upon its members the value of 
this service both to themselves and their clients, 
so long as there is strict observance of the new 
conditions, 


FREE TUBERCULIN TESTING 


The Society was the first body within the 
profession to call attention to the provision of 
free or semi-free testing of herds by local 
authorities both in Scotland and England, and 
issued a questionnaire to its members on that 
and other cognate matters. It continued to keep 
these matters and the direct, unfair, and entirely 
uneconomic competition with the practitioner 
resulting therefrom, prominently before — the 
profession, with a sequel to be referred to later 
under “Free Services Report.” 

Associated with this subject of free testing, the 
Society early disclosed, and protested against, the 
refusal of some county councils in England, and 
very generally in Scotland, to allow any veter- 
inary surgeon, other than one of their whole-time 
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staff, to test under the Milk (Special Designs 
tions) Order, 1923, and the rejection of 
certificates of practitioners under that Order, 
and subsequently under the “ Accredited Herd” 
Scheme, 

THe GOWLAND Hopkins REPORT 


Upon the issue of the above report in 1934, 
the Society, through its members generally in 
the professional Press, and through its represent- 
atives on the Council of the “ National,” 
criticised with great vigour the provisions it 
contained for the establishment of a complete 
whole-fime service, and the exclusion of the 
practitioner from the wide range of public work 
which it visualised. The obviously disastrous 
economic effects upon general practice involved, 
with the inevitable repercussions upon agricul- 
turists who would lose the services of their 
local advisers in many areas, as well as the 
legitimate claims of the experienced clinician 
to participate fully in all public work, were 
advanced with clarity and effectual argument. 

As detailed in last session’s report, a series 
of meetings was held all over the country, and 
the case for such participation by the practi- 
tioner as “the first line of defence in all 
measures taken for the eradication and preven- 
tion of the diseases of animals,” was effectively 
eslablished, and carried by resolution in the 
* National” Council. There can be little doubt 
that, but for the part played by the Society 
at this time, there was a danger of the Gowland 
Hopkins Scheme being adopted by the N.V.M.A. 
Council, in which event the cause of the practi- 
tioner would have received a disastrous setback. 

During this stormy and critical period the 
views of the Society received eloquent support 
from some of the most distinguished  non- 
practitioner leaders of the profession, voicing 
their impartial opinions of what they considered 
best for the profession as a whole, and essential 
to the great interests it serves. 


THe N.V.M.A. SCHEME 


At the request of this Society a committee was 
appointed by the N.V.M.A. Council to consider 
the Gowland Hopkins Report. This committee 
was thoroughly representative of the profession. 
being composed of practitioners, whole-time 
officers, research workers) independent 
members of the profession, and it evolved and 
submitted to Council the above as an agreed 
scheme. Considerable opposition was manifested, 
but here again the solid support of this Society 
ensured its safe passage and adoption. The 
Society has throughout shown itself to be loyal 
to, and warmly in support of, the principles and 
spirit of the scheme, and, by a resolution sent 
to Council, and adopted by that body, emphatic- 
ally registered the willingness and desire of 
practitioners to work in co-operation with, and 
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under any equitably devised supervision of, the 
whole-time staffs as visualised in the scheme. 


THe “ FREE SERVICES ” REPORT 


Since the Society was directly responsible for 
the setting up of the committee which undertook 
this costly exhaustive investigation, its 
report is of particular interest to its members, 
and it will be long regarded as one of the most 
important documents issued to the profession 
relating to its present and future problems. The 
Minister of Agriculture in his speech at Bourne- 
mouth said of it: “To was very glad indeed and 
very comforted read the report) of the 
Committee of Investigation of your Association 
a most valuable document—and to read from it 
that you are with me in the idea that for a 
successful pursuit of our goal the centralisation 
of the public veterinary services under the State 
is essential.” 

The grievances arising under the’ present 
system, which were alleged in the resolution of 
the Society, were of a most important and grave 
character, and it must be a matter of consider- 
able satisfaction to its members and all 
practitioners to know that this report finds all 
the statements it contained were justified, and 
to have been substantiated by the evidence 
examined. It is a particular source of solace 
and all round congratulation to find that, in 
the main, the committee considers the offending 
conditions to have had their origin in the system 
and administrative methods imposed upon. the 
profession from without, rather than from the 
professional personnel concerned. 

This Society has no desire to remember past 
causes of discord or unrest within the profession, 
bul a sincere desire to move forward in entire 
unity with all its professional colleagues in the 
great national task which lies before us all. 


THE VETERINARY STATE SERVICE 


The magnitude of this national task of 
preventing, eradicating and controlling the main 
scourges afflicting the animals of this country 
is disclosed in the Agriculture Bill which has 
now become law, and the problems involved are 


at last to be tackled upon a_national seale.: 


This decision of the Government places upon our 
profession both responsibility and opportunity 
for service “upon a seale and on a front of 
a magnitude which has not vel been imagined ” 

to quote the words of the Minister al 
Bournemouth. 

It would be neither proper nor practical in 
this report to make any lengthy remarks with 
regard to the State Service which starts next 
January, especially since the details are. still 
being evolved. It will be noted that the Society 
labled at the Bournemouth meeting of the Council 
a resolution asking it to request the Ministry 
to “form a permanent committee representing 


all branches of the profession to negotiate with 
the Minister of Agriculture during the implement- 
ing of the Agriculture Act.” It was very 
satisfactory to hear from the President that such 
a committee will be set up, and practitioners 
will be glad to know that they will be 
represented upon it by three members of this 
Society, 

The details of the service as they will affect 
practitioners are not yet known with any 
precision, but) the assurances” given the 
Congress speech of the Minister indicate that 
their full participation is regarded as essential. 
In this connection also the following remarks 
of the Minister: “ The private” practitioner, 1 
hope will continue to flourish in the country 
districts, mine is no desire to magnify a State 
Service al his expense,” may be regarded as 
both significant and reassuring. 

Whilst awaiting the full particulars, oppor- 
tunity will arise at the general meeting of 
discussing the Agriculture Act and those details 
which are known. It may perhaps be said here 
that although the new Service goes a consider- 
able way on the lines of the N.V.M.A. scheme, 
there are many gaps to be filled before the full 
aspirations of the profession which it represents 
are attained, but the outlook would appear to be 
full of promise for the status and future pros- 
perity of general practice. Jn particular tt will 
be felt that opportunity for participation in the 
Service should be afforded to all veterinary 
surgeons, whether previously employed part- 
lime work or not, who are capable and desirous 
of doing the special work involved, 

Practitioners in many areas will watch with 
keen interest the development of the provisions 
for dealing with the diseases of poultry, and in 
view of the great future progress of the industry 
which is foreshadowed, should press their claims 
as clinicians in this field of work, and equip 
themselves to participate in it. 


° 
REFRESHER COURSES 


The complete success or comparative failure of 
the great campaign which is coming, will depend 
largely upon the efficiency, zeal and energy of 
the veterinary personnel engaged in it, both 
whole-time and = part-time. Efficiency should, 
and will be the keynote, and there will be a 
general desire to ensure that the profession shall 
give of its best in carrying out the important 
scientific work entrusted to it. In his admirable 
speech at the Congress, Captain Simpson, as 
President, said: “ If we are to keep in touch with 
modern development —because as we know, 
methods of control and diagnosis are continually 
changing I feel, speaking for myself, some 
arrangements for post-graduate education are an 
essential feature for the success of these 
schemes.” It is felt that this Society will wel- 
come, and may well take the initiative, in a 
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project to set up “ Refresher Courses ” in centres 
all over the country, and this matter will be 
one of the chief subjects down for discussion 
at the general meeting. 

Among other matters brought forward by the 
Society may be mentioned the unsatisfactory 
conditions governing the relations existing 
between practitioners and local committees of 
the R.S.P.C.A. in some areas. A deputation from 
the N.V.M.A, met officials from the R.S.P.C.A. 
headquarters and discussed the position with a 
view to remedying the grievances. 

Also in October last a deputation comprising 
the President of the N.V.M.A. and three of our 
members, waited upon the Acting Principal of 
the Royal Veterinary College in support of a 
resolution from the Society which urged that 
the College should consider the introduction of 
a scale of fees for all operations, in order that 
if may not compete unfairly in this matter with 
general practitioners. results’ of these 
negotiations will be given at the general meeting. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY 


With a membership of 130 at the end of its 
first session it now numbers 455, but it is 
certain that this record can be greatly increased 
if members will take a little trouble to interest 
their colleagues in the Society’s work. 

Membership is open to all practitioners and 
to such other members of the profession as 
are in accord with the Society’s policy and 
constitution. In fact, its membership includes 
with our distinguished President, many teachers 
from the Colleges, research workers, whole-time 
officers and others who are not practitioners, 
but are all united in the common bond. of 
membership of the same profession, and the 
same desire to promote its solid unity and 
welfare. 

Like the parent “ National,” the Society is 
frankly concerned primarily with the domestic 
politics of the profession and, whilst ever 
desiring to safeguard and promote the profes- 
sional status and interest of practitioneys, it 
wishes to do so only in a manner consistent with 
that of all other sections, and with the unity 
and solidarity of the profession as a whole. 

One main function of the Society has been, and 
will continue to be, to co-ordinate and consoli- 
date into one body all its members who are also 
members of the Council of the “ National” 
representing Divisions throughout this country 
and Ireland. The great value of this co- 
ordination of the scattered practitioner elements 
from the various divisions, lies in the oppor- 
tunities presented of discussion and interchange 
of views, and the pursuance of a united policy. 
The Society has, in virtue of its membership, 
15 members of Council and with the addition of 
43 members returned from other Divisions has 
a total representation there of 58 members. The 
work of the Society is growing in volume and 
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importance and the advent of the State Service 
will add to its need for the personal and active 
support of every member in promoting and safe- 
guarding the interests of general practice, and 
the part of the practitioner in all public work. 
It must be said that such personal interest and 
the attendance at meetings in the past leave much 
to be desired, and it should be remembered that 
without them the Society cannot achieve all it 
wishes to do on their behalf. 


PRESENTATION TO Mr, AND MRS. STEELE-BODGER 


As detailed in the Congress number of the 
Velerinary Record a pleasant feature at Bourne- 
mouth was the above function when the Society 
did honour to itself by paying a grateful compli- 
ment to its late Honorary Secretary for his 
magnificent work on its behalf, and his 
charming lady for her help and forbearance 
during the two-and-a-half years that their home 
was converted into the “Head Office” of the 
Society. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE N.V.M.A. 


The Society will desire to record its congratula- 
tions to Mr. Donald Campbell on assuming the 
highest office within the National Association, 
and to assure him of the esteem and confidence 
in which he is held by this Society of which 
he was President in 1935-6. 

This review of the activities is 
necessarily brief and by no means covers the 
whole ground or touches those individual matters 
dealt with, as the volume of correspondence with 
members would testify. Looking back, however. 
over the past four years, it may be said with 
confidence that most of the measures of con- 
structive policy reorganisation of the 
profession dealt with in the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. have been initiated by this Society, 
and that it has given its full support in all 
measures calculated to be to the advancement 
of the profession as a whole. 

Your attendance at the general meeting next 
Saturday is earnestly hoped for in view of the 
important matters on the agenda, 

A. B. MAttTinson, Hon, Secretary. 


September 20th, 1937. 


The Hon. Secretary asked permission to make 
aun explanatory statement. He had_ received 
numerous letters from members, conveying their 
compliments on this report, and he was in the 
curious and unique position of being able, not 
only to accept such compliments without a 
blush, but also to pay tribute himself to the 
very excellent report to which his name was 
appended. This extraordinary situation was 
due to the fact that the compilation of the 
report was the sole work of their Honorary 
Treasurer, Mr. Edwards, and he (the Hon. 
Secretary) was most anxious that all members 
should be made fully aware of this fact. 
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took over office.’ continued the Hon. 
secretary, “under certain personal difficulties, 
but my predecessor assured me of the great 
help I should receive from Mr. Edwards, to 
whom I naturally turned, already having had 
a brief but very thorough experience of his 
wonderful spirit of helpfulness. Not only did 
Mr. Edwards freely volunteer his help, but 
actually went so far as to send me a draft of 
his suggestions. This so-called ‘ draft’ was so 
complete—it is, in fact, the report as circulated 
——that I informed Mr. Edwards that it would 
be an impertinence on my part to attempt to 
alter or amend it, an opinion with which I know 
you will all heartily agree. Not content with 
drawing up the whole of this report, but, know- 
ing that I was taking a brief holiday, our 
Honorary Treasurer then volunteered the ser- 
vice of having these issued to the members, so 
| most earnestly desire at this meeting to 
express and record my deepest gratitude to Mr. 
Edwards.” 

Mr. Epwarps said this acknowledgment on 
the part of the Hon. Secretary was quite un- 
necessary. A report had to be presented, and 
it was of little consequence who wrote it, so 
long as it was done—it was sufficient to know 
that it had proved acceptable, and as a matter 
of fact whatever merit the report had was 
largely due to Mr. Steele-Bodger who, though 
on holiday, gave of his time to revise and 
“edit the draft. 

THE NEW STATE SERVICE 

The Hon, Secretary said that the Council, 
at its meeting the previous day, discussed the 
new Act as it affected practitioners by the 
setting up of a State Veterinary Service. Meet- 
ings of the Society were to be held at suitable 
centres as soon as the details of the scheme 
were known. The Council suggested that such 
meetings be held at Bristol, York, Chester, 
Carlisle, Peterborough, London, and somewhere 
in Seotland, probably at Glasgow. 

The meeting, after some discussion, agreed to 
the suggested venues, except that Birmingham 
was substituted for Carlisle, but it was under- 
stood that meetings might be held at other 
places at the diseretion of the Council. 

The CHAIRMAN said they were so much in the 
dark as to what was going to happen that it 
was impossible at this stage to discuss the 
position properly, but probably some of them 
might care to express their views. 

The Hon. Secretary said that the Council 
had already considered how the State Veter- 
inary Service was likely to affect the general 
practitioner, and strongly recommended that 
the part-time veterinary inspector should not be 
bound by geographical ties. In other words, a 
practitioner should be allowed to act for his 
own herds, in whatever district they might be. 
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It was further recommended that the Ministry 
be pressed for an assurance that the agricul- 
turist or farmer should have full and unlimited 
choice as to the practitioner who should test his 
herd. It was felt that this rule should apply 
not only to tuberculin testing, but to all other 
work that might come within the scheme. 

The CuatRMAN observed that it was hoped 
that all practitioners, whether they had been 
part-time inspectors or not, would have a chance 
to do work under the scheme. It was no use 
objecting to whole-time inspectors if they who 
Were part-time inspectors wanted to keep others 
out. They must get the * National” to impress 
that on the Ministry, although he did not expect 
much opposition from the Ministry on that 
score. In any case, he understood that the 
Ministry was not prepared to take over the 
part-time inspectors as such, but that the work 
would be apportioned among all practitioners 
who desired to do it. Thus any practitioner 
might be appointed an inspector under the 
scheme, and the Council's suggestion was that 
he should be inspector for his own clients, 
irrespective of geographical boundaries. 

Mr. DEVILLE asked if the work of inspection 
would be done all at the same time. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that he could not 
answer that, but he had heard that the Minis- 
try officials felt there would not be enough men 
to cope with the work. 

Mr. DEVILLE said it was going to be a costly 
business replenishing a herd if all the stock 
that reacted were cleared out. 

Mr. Hites stated that he believed the first 
inspection was more in the nature of a survey 
to find out where tuberculosis was. 

The Hon, SECRETARY concurred in that view. 

Mr. Hires enquired what would happen when 
the survey was complete. 

The CHatiRMAN replied that they must wait 
and see. None of them knew for certain what 
the policy of the Ministry was likely to be. 

Answering Mr. DreVin_r, the scheme started 
on January Ist. The “National.” he added, were 
not idle. They were in touch with the Ministry 
and they had a negotiating committee already 
in existence. He had reason to believe that the 
Ministry would decide nothing drastic without 
first consulting that committee. 

Eventually, the recommendations of the 
Council, which the Hon. Secretary had enumer- 
ated, were unanimously endorsed, 


REFRESHER (COURSES 


The agenda provided for discussion of the 
refresher courses which it was proposed to set 
up for practitioners and especially for officers 
engaged in the new State Veterinary Service. 

The Hon. Secretary read the following reso- 
lution which had been passed by the Council, 
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and which this general meeting was asked to 
support: “ This Society is of opinion that it is 
highly and urgently desirable, in view of the 
advent of the new State Veterinary Service, 
that refresher courses of instruction in methods 
of diagnosis should be set up in as many 
centres as are necessary, and made available 
to all officers in the service desirous of attend- 
ing them. The Society is greatly impressed by 
the post-graduate facilities for medical practi- 
tioners, as recently agreed upon by the Ministry 
of Health and the British Medical Association, 
and suggests that the N.V.M.A. should approach 
the Ministry of Agriculture with a view to 
obtaining similar facilities for the veterinary 
profession. This Society earnestly requests the 
N.V.M.A,. to appoint a special committee to con- 
sider these matters in all their aspects and to 
report thereon.” 

Proceeding, the Hon. Secretary said every 
member of the Council thought this was highly 
desirable. Although many practitioners tried to 
keep up to date, these refresher courses would 
be found really necessary if they wished to live 
up to the times. If the State helped these 
refresher courses, either by a subsidy or in 
some other way, it would be a good thing for 
the profession as a whole, and as this Society 
represented the practitioners first and last, it 
was felt that it should take the lead in this 
matter, by urging the “ National” to approach 
the Ministry. At the moment, the subject that 
Wis upperinost was tuberculosis, but refresher 
courses might embrace other diseases. So far 
us this Seciety was concerned, the question 
arose as the result of conversation between 
Captain Simpson, the late President of the 
“National,” and Mr. Edwards, the Hon. 
Treasurer of the Society. That led to him (the 
Hon, Secretary) obtaining a copy of the British 
Medical Journal, in which were published details 
of the post-graduate facilities proposed by the 
Ministry of Health for panel doctors under the 
Health Insurance Act. 

Mr. Epwarps told of the conversation he had 
at Bournemouth with Captain Simpson, whe 
said he thought it might be possible to persuade 
the Ministry of Agriculture to do for the 
veterinary profession what the Ministry of 
Health was doing for the doctors, by financing 
these refresher courses or in some other way. 

The CnarrMan thought the resolution should 
he amplified, so that the refresher courses might 
he open not only to men who were concerned 
in the State service but to all practitioners. It 
was not to be supposed that the Ministry would 
concern itself with practitioners who were not 
working under the new scheme. He suggested 
a further resolution: “ That this Society asks 
the N.V.M.A. to submit evidence to the Depart- 
mental Committee on Veterinary Education 
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showing the necessity and desirability of insti- 
tuting refresher courses for members of the 
profession.” 

Mr. GUNNING moved that both the Council's 
resolution and the one suggested by the Chair- 
man be adopted. 

Mr. POWELL seconded. 

Mr. LLEWELYN JONES, supporting, said he was 
glad to know that this important question had 
been taken up and that it was in such good 
hands. 

The two resolutions were duly carried with 
unanimity. 


STUDENTS IN PRACTICE 

Mr. JAMES raised the question of students 
being accepted by practitioners during the 
Vacation, as requested by the colleges. He 
desired to Know what fees should be charged, 
and would like to see some proper scale of 
charges drawn up by the Society. 

The Hon, SECRETARY Said he thought this was 
a matter the Society would be well advised to 
leave alone. Practitioners should be allowed a 
free hand. 

Mr. JAMES said some students refused to go 
to a practitioner without being paid. 

Other members present said they insisted on 
receiving a fee and also charged for board and 
lodging. 

The CHAIRMAN said some students were prob- 
ably worth some acknowledgment, but there 
might be others who were not worth the room 
they occupied. 

Upon the Chairman observing that the idea 
of a scale of fees found little favour with the 
meeting, the discussion closed. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Steele-Bodger for his services in’ the 
chair. 

A. B. Martinson, Hon. Secretary. 


* * * 


Dumfries and Galloway 


V.M.A.” 


SUMMER MEETING AT THORNHILL 

The summer meeting of the above Division 
was held on July Ist, 1987, in the Buccleuch 
Arms Hotel, Thornhill, the home town of the 
President, Mr. A, J. Kennedy, who occupied 
the Chair. A short business meeting was 
followed by the annual summer outing, 

The following members were present: Messrs. 
J. Allan, J. G. Bell, A. Gibson, FL A. Gordon, 
A, J. Kennedy, J. A, MeKinnon, W. G. Robinson, 
A, Young and G, A, Sangster (Hon, Secretary). 


*Reccived for publication October 20th, 1937. 
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together with the following visitors: Mrs. 
Kennedy, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs, Galloway, Mrs. 
Young, Mrs. Robison, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. 
Sangster, Messrs. Q. M. Service and R. Fi. 
Robertson, Shanghai. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Messrs. G, D, W. Davidson, A, Edgar, W. T. 
Hewetson, J. McMaster, R. Craig Robinson, 
J. Reid, R. Simpson, W. Watt, W. Jackson 
Young, A, Gibb, O, Stinson and A, J. Milligan. 

Correspondence.— A letter was read from Dr. 
QO, Charnock Bradley, expressing personal 
thanks to the Dumfries and Galloway Division 
for subscription to the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College Extension Fund. 

Membership.—Mr, J. A. MeKinnon was elected 
u member of the Division and Mr. Q. M. Service 
Was nominated for membership. 


The members joined the visitors and friends 
for lunch, after which the party was conducted 
over Thornhill Bacon Factory, through the 
courtesy of Messrs. A, Kirkpatrick and = Sons. 
Under the escort of Mr. Glendinning, the 
members and their friends spent an interesting 
und enjoyable hour. 

Going by car, the party visited the famous 
Durisdeer Marbles, erected by a former Duke 
of Buccleuch. way of the Dalveen Pass, 
Klyanfoot, the Summit and Beattock, the com- 
pany arrived at Lockerbie House Hotel, where 
they were entertained to tea by Mr. and Mrs. 
A. J. Kennedy. 

On the call of Mr. J..BELL, a hearty expression 
of thanks was accorded to) Mr. and Mrs. 
Kennedy for their hospitality. Mr. KENNEDY 
suitably replied, and so ended another successful 
und enjoyable summer outing of the Division. 

A, SancstTeR, Secretary. 


NEMATODES OF HORSES AND 
SHEEP 


Among the recent research items published in 
Nature, we read that, continuing his studies of 
the control of bursate nematodes, I. W. Parnell 


CONTROL OF 


has tested the lethal effects of ten of the more 


common nitrogenous artificial fertilisers upon the 
free-living stages of sclerostomes (Canadian J. 
Res. 15. 127. July, 1937). The three nitrogenous 
fertilisers which lost most ammonia when mixed 
with faeces were found to be most deadly-—pure 
ammonia water has already been shown to be 
lethal. In general it was shown that the propor- 
tion of fertiliser to faeces necessary to effect 
sterilisation would, in farming practice, be too 
high to be used if all faeces had to be treated. 
But in a well-built manure heap only the bottom 
and outer surfaces of the heap would have to 
be treated, for sclerostome larvae are unable to 
survive the heat of fermentation, associated 
probably with lack of oxygen and harmful 
products of decomposition, in the centre of a 
Inanure heap, 


Aug. 26th-27th, 1 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Noy. 13th.—Annual General Meeting of Seot- 
tish Branch, at Glasgow, 


Noy, 22nd.—D).V.S.M. Examination begins in 
Edinbareh. 


Noy. 26th.—Meeting of the Royal Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at the Royal 
Veterinary College, N.W.1. 


—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4° p.m. 


Nov. 20th. 


Noy. 30th.—All changes of address to be sent 
to the Registrar, R.C.V.S., for 
inclusion in the 1988 Register. 

Dec, 2nd and 38rd.—R.C.V.S. Written Examina- 
tions. 

Dec. Tth.—R.C.V.S, Oral and Practical 
Examinations begin in Dublin. 


Aug. 21st-25th, 1938.—Thirteenth International 


Veterinary Congress, Zurich, 


938.—Thirteenth International 
V eterinary Congress, Interlaken. 


Sept. 5th-9th, 1938.—Annual Congress, N.V.M.A., 
at Glasgow. 


* * * * 


WHOLE-TIME VETERINARY OFFICERS 
EMPLOYED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


POSITION IN) RELATION TO ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
VACANCIES IN THE BASIC GRADE 


With regard to the announcement of vacancies 
in the basic grade of the State Veterinary 
Service which appears in the advertisement 
pages of this issue, we understand from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries that it 
is not) necessary for whole-time veterinary 
officers in the employment of County Councils 
to apply for appointment in connection with 
these vacancies since, in accordance with the 
assurances given in Parliament, appointments 
in the State Service will be made available to 
those officers in due course. The position as 
regards whole-time veterinary officers in the 
employment of municipal corporations and 
borough councils is, however, rather different 
since they are engaged for the most part on 
functions, e.g., meat inspection, which will not 
be transferred to the Ministry when Part LV 
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ot the Agriculture Act, 1937, comes into opera- 
tion. If, therefore, there are any such junior 
officers who wish to be considered for appoint- 
ment in the basic grade of the State Service 
and who can satisfy the conditions laid down 
us to age and qualifications, they are advised 
to apply as directed in the announcement. 
Successful candidates appointed to fill the 
vacancies to which this announcement refers 
will, of course, enter at the starting point of 
the salary scale, vic., £400 per annum, 


The procedure to be adopted with regard to 
other whole-time veterinary officers employed by 
municipal corporations and borough councils 
is receiving careful consideration in consultation 
with the appropriate Associations of local 
uuthorities and a statement on the subject will 
be made in due course, 


* * 


VETERINARY SERVICE UNDER THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 


COMPARISON OF SALARY SCALES 


We publish below a comparison between the 
former scale of salaries of appointments held 
under the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
and those offered under the Service to be 
instituted, 

SCALE 
FoRMER SCALE NOW OFFERED 
Chief Vtry. Officer 


1,161-50-1,360 1,450-100-1,650 
Deputy Chief Viry. 


Officer ase 953-30-1,161 1,200- 50-1,400 
Chief Vtry. Insptr. 838-30-1,053 1,000- 30-1,200 
Suprtdng, Inspetr. 738-30- 953 850- 30-1,000 
Divisional Insptr. 634-25- 738  700- 25- 850 


400- 18- 508 
Inspector 396-18- 634 { 508 -25- 700 


* 


Foot-and-Meuth Disease 
* STANDSTILL ORDER IN FIFTEEN COUNTIES 


The Ministry of Agriculture, in a statement 
on Tuesday last, described the present outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease as “ possibly one of 
the most dangerous experienced in recent years,” 
and announced a decision immediately to impose 
a standstill order. This order will affect the 
eastern and south-eastern counties in England, 
in which markets will be prohibited and deer- 
hunting forbidden. The counties concerned are : 
Lincoln (parts of Lindsey, Kesteven and 
Holland), Soke of Peterborough, Huntingdon, 
Cambridge, Isle of Ely, Norfolk, East and West 
Suffolk, Essex, Bedford, Hertfordshire, Middle- 
sex, London, Surrey, Kent, and East and West 
Sussex, 


The present position with regard to foot-and- 
mouth disease in Great Britain is serious and 
the Ministry requiries the help of a further 
number of veterinary surgeons to supplement its 
staff and in addition to the Temporary Veter- 
inary Inspectors at present employed. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries ask 
us to state that in view of the present menace 
of foot-and-mouth disease in the eastern and 
south-eastern counties in which there are many 
separate and independent centres of disease, the 
Department would be glad to hear from any 
veterinary surgeons who can leave their present 
engagements and offer their services as 
temporary inspectors with the Ministry. 

Communications should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, 7, Whitehall Place, S.W.1. 


Appended is a memorandum of the terms on 
Which the engagements are made :— 


(1) The remuneration will be at the rate of 
£1 17s. 6d. a day, for each day actually employed. 
(2) The appointment will be terminable by 
24 hours’ notice on either side. 
(3) Travelling and subsistence allowances will 
be allowed at the following rates:—- 
Subsistence. 
When necessarily absent from home: 
(a) For the first three nights, 18s. 6d. a night. 
(b) For the next four nights, 17s, 6d. a night. 
(c) For nights over seven up to 14 nights 
in one place (except where a stay of 
more than 14 nights in one place is 
foreseen), 15s. Ud. a night. 


(d) For nights in excess of 14 nights in one 
place (or for nights in excess of seven 
nights where a stay of more than 14 
nights in one place is foreseen), 10s. Od, 
a night. 

Travelling. 

Third class. 

(4) On the termination of the engagement, the 
Pocket Certificate of Appointment is to be 
returned to the Ministry. 

(5) The is purely temporary, and 
an officer will have no claim to any superannua- 


tion allowance, gratuity or compensation on 
discharge. 


We wish to remind all veterinary practitioners 
of the great responsibility which rests upon 
members of the profession under the provisions 
of the Animals Notification of Disease Order of 
1919; also that, as the interests of practitioners 
are linked up with the welfare of stockowners, 
the most scrupulous care should be taken in 
order to avoid carrying infection in the course 
of their daily rounds, 


‘ 
— 


November 13th, 1937. VETERINARY RECORD. ix. 


A NEW AND POTENT ANTISEPTIC 


TRADE MARK 


CLEAR + NON-IRRITANT + PRACTICALLY ODOURLESS 


EXCEPTIONALLY 
ECONOMICAL 


For use in 


SURGERY, GYNACOLOGY 
OPERATIONS AND THE 
DISINFECTION OF HANDS 
ALSO FOR CLEANSING INFECTED 
AND SUPPURATING WOUNDS 


Issued in bottles of § pint, 1 pint and 1 quart. 


*‘MEFAROL’ IS MANUFACTURED GREAT BRITAIN 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD. 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON,W.C.2 


In the Treatment of Wounds 


(Domestic Animals) 


‘For the treatment of wounds and as a post-operative dressing 
‘ Elastoplast ’ may be used on any of the domestic animals with 
beneficial results. It is ideal as a tail dressing after amputation, 
in puppies or adult dogs. Any tail injury requiring bandaging 
will be improved greatly by the use of ‘ Elastoplast.’ Following 
the radical surgical treatment for Interdigital Cysts, or Digital 
Amputations, ‘ Elastoplast’ will be invaluable. As a support 
for Weak Ligaments, which are invariably present in Rickets, 
the same technique will give excellent results, although in 
advanced cases a more firm support such as a ‘ Cellona’ Plaster 
Cast. may be necessary.—-Extract from “ Elastoplast Products 
in Veterinary Practice.” 


TRADE MARK 


ull ELASTIC ADHESIVE BANDAGES 
Made in England by 


free on 


application T. J. SMITH & NEPHEW, LTD., Dept. V.R.10., NEPTUNE STREET, HULL 
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Staphylococcus-Streptococcus Bacterin 
(Canine) 


FOR SUPPURATIV 


ECONDITIONS 


follicular mange ; also in that from sarcoptic mange, eczema, furun- 


Ti Staphylococcus albus is constantly present in the pus from 


culosis, interdigital abscesses, canker of the ear, and other external 
affections, as a secondary invader, and it is frequently associated with 


Staphylococcus aureus and Streptococcus pyogenes. 


In all these conditions 


energetic treatment with Staphylococcus-Streptococcus Bacterin (Canine) 


is indicated. 


Particularly successful results have been reported from the use of this 
Bacterin in the treatment of the secondary infections associated with mange. 


Staphylococcus-Streptococcus Bacterin (Canine) contains in each c.c. 
200 millions Staphylococcus albus, 200 millions Staphylococcus aureus and 


100 millions streptococcus, all of canine origin. 


rubber-diaphragm-capped bottles. 


PARKE, 


Laboratories: Hounslow, Middlesex 


DAVIS & COMPANY, 


It is issued in 10 c.c. 


BEAK STREET, 


LONDON, W. 


Incorporated U.S.A, Liability Ltd 


— 


Veterinary Preparations 


The action of ‘‘ Dianimol”’ Veterinary preparations is 
to disinfect the stomach and intestines—destroy all 
putrefactive bacteria and toxins—and so promote and 
assist the natural functioning of the digestive organs. 
They have high bactericidal power, but laboratory 
experiments have proved them to be entirely non- 
toxic; they can therefore be given with perfe¢t 
safety even to the youngest animals. 
Capsules—(White Caps) 
Prevent and cure Dysentery, Worms, Fluke, in 
Sheep and Lambs 
Capsules—(Yellow Label) 
For Dysentery in Sheep, Lambs; and White 
Scour in Calves 
Tablets—For Hysteria, Diarrhoea, and other Gastric 
troubles in Dogs 
Powder—For Colic, Indigestion, Diarrhoea, and 
general toning up the system in Horses and Foals 
Ointment -— Syrup — Antiseptic Solution 


ALL HAVE BEEN PROVED TO BE EFFECTIVE 
AND RELIABLE 


SPECIAL TERMS TO VETERINARY SURGEONS 


Write for full particulars to Sole Manufacturers 


DIMOL (VETERINARY) LTD. 


34-40 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4 


Telephone: City 6309 


DEISTEKEWPER 
Literature describing prophylaxis 
and treatment forwarded on 


request to Veterinary Surgeons 
only. 


| WELLCOME’ 
Canine Distemper 
Products 


Prepared at: 
THE WELI.COME PHYSIOLOGICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES 


o> BURROUGHS WELLCOME & Co. 
SNOW HILL BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C. 1 


Supplied by: 
| 
| 
| 
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are requested to AppLy to the Editorial Office for 


SCALE OF CHARGES 
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Whole page, Half page and Quarter page 
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NoTICE TO STOCKOWNERS ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 


During the past few days several new centres 
of foot-and-mouth disease have appeared in the 
eastern and south-eastern counties of England, 
pene so far as the Ministry has been able to 
ascertain there is no direct connection between 
these various centres. In_ these circumstances 
it is desired to impress upon farmers the need 
for extreme watchfulness so as to detect any 
fresh cases of disease in their early stages. The 
early stages of the dise: _ are the most infective, 
and in view of the great rapidity with which 
infection can be carried a only by direct con- 
tact between animals but through human agency, 
by birds, ete., it is of the utmost importance that 
the Ministry should be in a position to deal with 
every case promptly in order to prevent any 
general spread of the disease. 

Stockowners and others are required to report 
at once to the police any suspicious cases coming 
under their notice, and failure to do so renders 
them liable to heavy penalties. In cattle the first 
symptoms to attract attention are the sudden 
appearance of lameness or slavering at the mouth, 
or both, while in pigs and sheep it is usually 
sudden lameness which first attracts notice. The 
slavering is rarely seen amongst pigs and sheep. 

The general Diseases of Animals Orders of the 
Ministry also require the following precautions 
to be taken:— 


(a) Boiling of animal foodstuffs. All animal 
foodstuffs including swill, kitchen or 
hotel refuse containing animal matter, or 
which has been in contact with animal 
matter, must be boiled for at least one 
hour before it is fed to or brought into 
contact with, animals. 


(b) Meat wrappers must be boiled or other- 
wise sterilised before being allowed to 
come into contact with any animal. This 
applies to packing-cloths, sacking, or 
any material used for wrapping meat. 

(c) Hay and straw used for packing mechan- 
dise whether home produce or imported, 
must be effectively destroyed after use, 
and prevented from coming into con- 
tact with animals. 


(dq) Trees, shrubs) or other agricultural 
products packed in hay and straw must 
not be taken into any market or sale- 
vard where animals are exposed. 


(e) The feeding to animals or use as bedding 
for animals of any feeding stuffs or 
material which has been packed or con- 
tained in any red striped wrapper, that 
is, one used for imported meat, is 
prohibited, 


. . . . 


QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 


In the House of Commons on Monday lasl, Mr. 
Tuorneé asked the Minister of Agriculture if he 
could give the House any information in connec- 
tion with the foot-and-mouth disease at Stow- 
market; how many cattle and pigs would have 
to be destroyed; how many cattle been 
slaughtered in Britain because of foot-and-mouth 
disease this year; and what amount of compensa- 
tion had beer paid. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: Infection was disclosed 
in a consignment of 112 cattle exposed at Stow- 
market Market on November 4th, one beast being 
then in the early stages of the disease. Owing 
to the very grave risk of the spread of infection 


all cattle and swine in the market were seized 
and prompt arrangements were made for their 
slaughter, which was effected in about 24 hours. 
By that time other cattle in the infected consign- 
ment had developed the disease; 233 cattle, 
including 33 contact animals not exposed in the 
market, were destroyed and their carcases 
incinerated, and of 1,242 swine involved 1,160 
fat animals were sent to local bacon factories 
for immediate slaughter salvage. The 
remaining pigs were slaughtered and the carcases 
burnt. During 1937 2,571 cattle, 4,319 sheep and 
2,645 pigs, have been slaughtered and the 
compensation payable to owners as a result of 
such slaughter amounts to £75,000. 

Replying to supplementary questions, Mr. 
Morrison. said that, speaking from memory, the 
compensation payable to the owner of an animal 
that was infected was its value before infection 
took place. With regard to an animal destroyed 
through contact with infection, the compensation 
was its value at the time. He was not aware, 
and he did not think that there was any defect 
that was remediable with regard to the organisa- 
tion for tracing the source of infection. The 
present outbreak on our coasts, coinciding as 
it did with the most violent outbreak which the 
Continent had suffered in recent times, suggested 
the possibility that the infection was carried 
from the Continent to the fields in this country. 


Anxiety at the prevalence of foot-and-mouth 
disease was expressed at a recently held meeting 
of the Council of the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England, when it was decided to call the 
attention of the Ministry of Agriculture to the 
danger of further extension and to ask the 
National Farmers’ Union to bring it to the notice 
of their members, 

Captain H .J. Cator, of Norwich, suggested that, 
excellent. and proper as were the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s methods of dealing with outbre: iks, 
consideration might be given to the spraying of 
pastures. It was noteworthy, he said, that all 
the nine outbreaks in his area had occurred on 
pastures, and there was a good deal of official 
support for the theory that infection was brought 
from the Continent by birds. There was also 
the possibility of the spread of the disease by 
starlings and by hares, 

The Council asked its Veterinary Committee 
to consider the question, and supported the 
suggestion of Captain Cator that the Council 
express its approval of Jhe general policy of the 
Ministry in regard to foot-and-mouth disease. 


Tne DISEASE IN GERMANY 

‘A serious outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
adds to the German Government's difficulties in 
maintaining the national food supplies,” says a 
Berlin message to The Times, published in the 
issue of November Sth. “ Sixty administrative 
districts and 2,000 farms are already infected, 
and the disease is spreading. The effects will be 
fell more immediately in the production of butter, 
which is already rationed, and the unavoidable 
disturbance of trade and loss of young stocks will 
sooner or later intensify the deficiency of meat 
and meat fats. So far, fortunately, it has not 
been very deadly, and losses of stock are con- 
fined almost exc lusively to calves and young pigs, 
which are particularly susceptible. 

“ The authorities have prohibited trade in and 
movement of livestock, and have placed 
unusual restrictions on the movements of the 
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human population. In Baden, the Palatinate, and 
the Saar, for example, many schools have been 
closed, and meetings and gatherings forbidden. 
Uninfected herds are being inoculated with 
Riemser serum, which protects a beast for 14 
days. A warning is given that a further exten- 
sion of the infected area is probable. 

“Although inoculation is expected to prevent 
wholesale loss of livestock even a slight infection 
means a temporary stoppage of milk supplies 
and a more permanent decline in milk produc- 
tion. The spread of the disease over the whole 
country would accordingly, it is stated, seriously 
imperil German food supplies.” 


Foot-and-mouth disease is spreading over 
Western Switzerland, and several hundred cows 
have already been slaughtered. The disease is 
widespread in the neighbouring French districts 
of Savoy and Gex. 


Almost 1,000 fresh cases of foot-and-mouth 
disease were reported in one recent week in 
Belgium, and a decree forbidding the movement 
of all cattle and pigs until further notice has been 
published. pete = destined for slaughterhouses 
in specified towns are not affected. The compul- 
sory burning of the carcases of diseased animals, 
which operates in England, has not as yet been 
adopted in Belgium.-—Reuter. 


oh % * oh 


PERSONAL 
Serious ILLNESS OF Dr. BRADLEY 

Our readers will be deeply concerned to learn 
that Dr, O. Charnock Bradley, Principal of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, has 
been taken suddenly and seriously ill while. at 
the College and has been removed to 4 nursing 
home. 


Colonial Velerinary Service Appointments. 
The following appointments are announced: 
Captain R. Daubney, M.sc. (WASH.) M.R.C.V.S., 
Chief Veterinary Research Officer, Kabete, 
Nairobi, Kenya Colony and Protectorate, to be 
Director of Veterinary Services, Kenya; Mr. 
J. R. Hudson, B.Sc. (LOND.), M.R.C.Vv.S., Veterinary 
Research Officer, Kabete, Kenya, to be Deputy 
Director of Veterinary Services (Laboratory 
Services), Kenya; Captain E. J. Mulligan, 
M.R.C.V.S., Senior Veterinary Officer, Nairobi, 
Kenya, to_be Deputy Director of Veterinary 
Services (Field Services), Kenya, and Captain 
Rk. W. M. Mettam, M.sc., M.R.C.Vv.s., Veterinary 
Pathologist, Entebbe, Uganda, to be Veterinary 
Pathologist, Nigeria. 


On Leave.—The following officers in the 
Colonial Veterinary Service have arrived in this 
country on_ leave: Messrs. R,. A. S. MacDonald 
(Deputy Director of Veterinary — Services, 
Northern Rhodesia), and W. G. Beaton (Veter- 
inary Research Officer, Nigeria), 


Marriage.—MorFrorp-——AmMos. On November 9th. 
1937, at. St. Thomas’ Church, Durban, Leonard 
Ripon Morford, to Vera Jean Evelyn Amos, 


M.R.C.V.S., daughter of Major S. T. A. Amos, 
F.R.C.V.S., Strathmore Lodge, 305, Musgrave Road, 
Durban, Natal, South Africa, 


Veterinarian as Provosl.—-We are gratified to 
record a notable addition to the number of 
veterinary surgeons who have attained the 
dignity of Chief Citizen of the township in which 
they reside, Mr. John McFarlane, M.R.C.V.S., 
having been appointed Provost of the Burgh 
of Doune, Perthshire. 


Tue Late Lieut.-COLONEL J. A. CONNELL, M.R.C.V.S. 


Lieut.-Colonel James Alexander Connell, of 10, 
Bore Street, Lichfield, whose death we recorded 
with much regret in our last issue, had practised 
in the Lichfield neighbourhood for about 40 
years, taking over the business formerly carried 
on _by Mr. George Watkins. 

Colonel Connell, who had been in_ failing 
health for nearly twelve months, was well-known 
in the district, and particularly amongst the 
hunting fraternity connected with the local packs. 

He was the son of the late Mr. Robert Connell 
and was born at Carnbore, Co. Antrim, on 
March 29th, 1873. He was educated at Ball- 
morney, Co. Antrim, and the New Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, obtaining the degree of 
M.R.C.V.S. in July, 1898. He was for many years 
veterinary inspector under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act for the Lichfield district. 
He was a member of the Staffordshire Yeomanry 
a long time before the Great War, and on the 
outbreak of hostilities he immediately joined the 
Territorials, afterwards serving in France and 
elsewhere. At the time of his death he occupied 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

Colonel Connell is survived by two sisters and 
one brother, who live in Ireland. 


ok * * 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


LONDON GAZETTE—-WAR OFFICE—REGULAR ARMY 

Nov. 5th.—The follg. Capts, to be m, . (Nov. 
4th):—J. F. L.. Taylor, F. W. Goodall, J. S. 
Kingston, A. P. MacDonald, 


* * * * * 


BREEDING OF SILVER FOXES 


Commenting on the recently-held exhibition of 
the Silver Fox Breeders’ Association, The Times 
observes that the specimens on view were of 
such uniformly high quality that the judges had 
considerable difficulty in making their awards, 
and adds: “ During the past 15 years the industry 
of silver fox beondine has made much progress. 
Whereas a few years ago there were a few foxes 
of outstanding quality, the standard has now 
advanced so much that at the December sales 
_ from a Scottish farm fetched the two 
1ighest prices against 23,000 pelts shown from 
all parts of the world. 

* The dominating factor in quality is governed 
by fashion, the amount of silver and the manner 
in which it radiates from the under skin in the 
heavy black coat. Apart from the inevitable 
similarity—the animals all possess the same foxy 
look in their eyes, and are shy and retiring on 
the approach of visitors—the exhibits would all 
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pass as members of one family. It requires the 
eye of an expert to discern the quality of the 
siiver streaks. 

“The exceptional advance in the quality of 
furs is mainly due to the work of the Breeders’ 
Association, a vigilant body which exercises a 
strict and careful control of the industry. Most 
of the farms in the kingdom come under its 
jurisdiction; they regularly visited by 
inspectors, who note the conditions and give 
advice and assistance.” 


Erratum.—We_ regret that in our issue of 
October 30th (p. 1383) it was erroneously stated 
that an article by S. Adler on “ Inoculation of 
Human Leprosy into Syrian Hamster” appeared 
in Nature, whereas this communication was pub- 
lished in the Lancet of September 18th, p. 714. 


EVANS’ BIOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

When an extension of the Evans’ Biological 
Institute at Runcorn was formally opened by 
Lord Derby, on October 7th, a company of some 
75 medical men attended. The speech made by 
Mr. T. Edward Lescher, in introducing Lord 
Derby to the company, was summarised in a 
recent issue of Nalure as follows: “ Mr. Lescher 
directed attention to the fact that the organisa- 
tion now known as Evans’ Biological Institute 
is the result of continuous development during 
the last 25 years, and that it originated as a 
laboratory and farm station in connection with 
the Liverpool Institute of Comparative Pathology 
under the aegis of the University of Liverpool. 
It was in 1903 that Professor (afterward Sir 
Rupert) Boyce, professor of pathology, and 
Professor (now Sir Charles) Sherrington, 
professor of physiology, together with Dr. H. E. 
Annett, then lecturer on comparative pathology, 
conceived the idea. of establishing a farm 
station at Higher Runcorn for the study of 
comparative pathology. Included in_ the com- 
mittee of management was Mr. J. J. Evans, the 
first chairman of Evans, Sons, Lescher and Webb, 
Ltd., and his son, Mr. J. H. E, Evans, who is 
the present Chairman of the company. Shortly 
before the Great War, the University was com- 
pelled to relinquish activities at Runcorn, and 
the laboratories and farm station and laboratory 
personnel, were taken over by the above firm. 
Although to some extent the activities were 
restricted during the War, and for some years 
afterwards, valuable work was done and much 
experience gained. Gradually the scope of the 
work carried on was extended and accommoda- 
tion increased, and in 1928 a commodious new 
building, containing up-to-date laboratories and 
equipment, was erected. Additional stables were 
erected in due course and this year another new 
building has been completed. 

“During all these years the work originated 
by the Liverpool Institute of Comparative Path- 
ology has been continued at Runcorn along 
similar lines. A close study is made of the vital 
processes of living organisms in the hope of 
evolving measures for the prevention of disease 
rather than the introduction of new palliative 
measures for use in treatment. In recent months 
the scope of the research work carried on at 
the Institute has been extended to chemotherapy, 
as it was discovered in 1935 that it is possible 
to control streptococcal infections by means of 
an important new drug intended for use in the 
treatment of various bacterial infections. The 
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Institute was licensed under the Therapeutic 
Substances Regulations and thus is intimately 
linked with the Ministry of Health administra- 
tion. Under these regulations, practically all 
the products with which’ Institute is 
associated must maintain a very high standard. 
It has always been insisted upon that research 
and production should be conducted on strictly 
ethical lines, and no consideration has allowed 
any alteration to this policy.” 


* * 


MEDICAL CAREERS IN THE TROPICS 


Taking the above as the subject of his 
inaugural address at the opening of the winter 
session of the Birmingham Medical School, 
Professor R. T. Leiper, Professor of Helminth- 
ology in the University of London, said that it 
was necessary first to stress the fact that nowa- 
days overseas work was no hazardous adventure: 
no longer did families assist their relatives with 
passages there in the hope that they would soon 
cease from troubling. The type of Englishman 
accepted to-day in the tropics was the good all- 
round man, with a sound body, a sound mind 
and a good record. With the general improve- 
ment in health conditions, vast areas in the 
tropics had been developed and a rapidly grow- 
ing demand for medical men was coming from 
the great industrial concerns as well as from 
Colonial Governments. 

In the tropics there was the usual surgery of 
temperate countries, but in addition there were 
many complications due to tropical environment 
and diseases, to the effects of heat, of flies and 
dust, and of biting insects. For those, however, 
lo whom the ordinary life of a surgeon did not 
make an appeal, there was the more ordinary 
life of the district medical officer, or of the 
officer in charge of a tea or rubber estate. What- 
ever might be the special nature of their appoint- 
ment and duties opportunities for research were 
open to all, for there were many diseases awail- 
ing investigation and, fortunately, their solution, 
in many cases, did not require that elaborate 
equipment which was now considered necessary 
for research at home. 

Dr. Leiper proceeded to deal with the five 
main types of medical service in the tropics, 
viz.: The Indian Medical Service, the Colonial 
Medical Service, independent private practice, 
subsidised private practice, and medical service 
with big commercial afid industrial corporations 
—which they might call the Unoflicial Medical 
Service. There seemed every probability that 
the Indian Medical Service would become more 
and more a purely military service, but that 
before long the Colonial Medical Service would 
be generally recognised as the premier medical 
service overseas. The great discoveries which 
had already been made as to the mode of trans- 
mission and prevention of most of the important 
tropical diseases had provided a scientific basis 
for their control or eradication, and there were 
now in the Colonial Medical Service a_ large 
number of specialised posts in public” health. 
There were, moreover, highly equipped labora- 
tories in many of these colonies, staffed by 
whole-time research workers selected from the 
Service. Quite recently the Medical Research 
Council, in conjunction with the Colonial Office, 
initiated a scheme of medical scholarships for 
tropical research, which he believed, would in 
years to come develop into a_ great Imperial 
Research Service, 


OS, 

ud, 

to 

of 

_| 

bes 

a 

), 

() 

1 

| 


1484 No. 46. Von. 49. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


“ ANTHRAX FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
STANDPOINT ” 

To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—May I be permitted to make a_ few 
remarks on the excellent paper by Mr. L. E. 
Perkins, M.R.C.v.S., entitled “A Few Notes on 
Anthrax from the Administrative Standpoint,” 
and published in the Veterinary Record on 
October 23rd, 1937. 

One sentence states, “In these cases, a blood 
smear demonstrated the presence’ of _ the 
organisms in large numbers, whereas the gland 
smear was negative,” and another, “where the 
disease is not usually septicaemic, from a smear 
taken from the submaxillary lymphatic gland.” 

Is not the explanation of those acute cases 
described in the paper, that they were primarily 
of origin other than pharyngeal, and probably 
intestinal, and that there is a_ possibility of a 
minority of cases being missed by examination 
of submaxillary gland smears only, since it 
appears accepted that only the glands directly 
associated with the local site of “infection are 
usually affected? 

The author states that “the use of Pasteur’s 
double vaccine was very successful. Inoculation 
is by the intradermal method with an interval of 
ten days between each dose. There is a marked 
systemic disturbance about 48 hours after the 
first inoculation.” And later in the paper, “ The 
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use of anti-anthrax serum is seldom called fo; 
as the immunity conferred is of short duration.” 

Surely, it is advisable to inject with seruii 
before commencing vaccination, because often 
it is not possible to get adequate supplies of 
vaccine at short notice, and because vaccination 
is only rarely called for until the disease is 
raging. In the meantime, serum may arrest the 
latent disease. The vaccination with the firs! 
dose of Pasteur’s double vaccine is then injected 
intradermally six days after the serum injection, 
the second dose of vaccine being injected twelve 
days after the first vaccine. There appears no 
doubt that preliminary use of anti-anthrax serum: 
does to some extent annul the effect of subsequen! 
vaccination, and I have not experienced the 
marked systemic disturbance which the author 
mentions. 

The following case may be of interest. The 
subject was an is months old stirk. This anima! 
was first noticed ill during one afternoon. — |i 
stood, or lay down, in a field, apart from its 
fellows. Later, it refused food, and was put into 
a loose box. When seen on the following morn- 
ing, it stood with head and neck outstretched, 
anxious expression, and with increased respira- 
tions. The temperature was 107-5°. The faeces 
were of fairly firm consistence and were dark 
coloured. Blood was mixed with the facces. 
Smears were made of this blood and micro- 
scopical examination showed anthrax organisms 
in large numbers. The animal died on the morn- 
ing of the third day, or approximately 42 hours 
after the first signs of illness were noticed, and 
22 hours after microscopical demonstration of 


the bacilli. 
Yours faithfully, 
JOHN EDWARDSON. 
County Hall, 
Lewes. 
November 3rd, 1937. 


Animals Acts 


OF RETURNS 


Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic § Sheep Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever 
Animals Out- 
|, slaugh- _ breaks 
Out- Out- tered as reported Out- Out- | Swin- 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased by the|Animals| breaks breaks  slaugh- 
attacked., con- or ex- Local |attacked.| con- con- tered. 
firmed firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. firmed. 
infection. | ties. 
No. No. No. No. | No. No. No. No. No. 
Period l(ith to Oct., 1937 27 39 | 1,299 25 36 27 
Corresponding period in 
1936 19 19 | 13 1,814 ] 6 79 D4 
1935 ose ene » 16 7 49 20 11 108 60 
1934 21 24 22 2 800 32 132 5Y 
Total Ist January to 3lst 
October, 1937 int 580 701 | 86 §,325 101 139 171 870 528 
Corresponding period in 
1936 oes wae hee 374 440 21 2,537 99 241 175 1,631 1,157 
1935 ee pone a 298 345 48 11,624 90 208 | 289 1,699 1,008 
1934 318 360 33 3,760 104 172 492 1,423 837 


Noter.-—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 
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